June 2021
Shepherd Park Plaza Spotlight:
SPP/GO Community Garden and SPP neighbor, Beth Galiano
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As an SPP resident, chances are you have driven down Alba and seen our local Shepherd Park
Plaza/Garden Oaks community garden located between Sue Barnett and Chamboard. We had a
chance to speak with Beth Galiano, who has been involved with the community garden since it
began, to learn more about this beautiful feature.
The garden was originally planted on the Garden Oaks Montessori campus in 1985 by former
Garden Oaks resident, Jan Koenig, and Urban Harvest’s Dr. Bob Randall. Jan obtained permission
to create the garden on Alba, initiating the efforts we see Beth continue to fulfill today! Beth’s
efforts to contribute to the community are vast. In order to learn more about gardening, she
volunteered at Mercer Arboretum and became a Harris County Master Gardener.
The SPP/GO Community Garden has nine beds full of crops. Beth starts certain plants, like
tomatoes, in her greenhouse and then moves them outside when they are ready to thrive. Spring
crops include corn, tomatoes, beans, squash, and melons. Fall crops include cabbage, kale, collard
greens, and sugar snap peas. As a result of the Community Garden volunteers’ tremendous efforts,
several crops made it through the February freeze, including kale, carrots, potatoes, and onions. The
garden also features herbs, such as cilantro, dill, and parsley, as well as a half a bed of wildflowers.

[Representatives]
Section 1 Rep. Kelley Sebesta
Section 2 Rep. Colton Tobias
Section 3 Rep. Carmen Busceme
Section 4 Rep. David Barrett
Garden Club Rep. Susan Fitzpatrick
Plaza Moms Rep. Kelly Laning

Share Your News!
Do you have an interesting story or
news you want to share? Do you
have ideas about content that you
would like to see in future Plaza
Pulse Newsletters?

Left: Beth shows off a carrot grown from the SPP/GO Community Garden
Right: Greenhouse where plants like tomatoes first start

Continued on Page 3

July 4th Bike Parade and Holiday Yard Award Judging
Join in for our annual neighborhood 4th of July parade!
Yes! There will be ice cream!
We recognize that there will be various degrees of participation, subject to personal comfort levels
at this time. We welcome all those that wish to, to join in on the bike parade.
If you prefer to watch and participate in the ice cream treats only, we welcome you too!

We want to hear from you! Please let
us know by emailing
Pulse@shepherdparkplaza.com

Judging for the July 4th holiday yard decoration awards will be the week of June 28th.
We look forward to seeing the festive and patriotic yards!

Deadline for submissions is the
15th of each month

Stay tuned to the July issue of the Plaza Pulse and
SPP Facebook page for additional details and parade map route.
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Shepherd Park Plaza Civic Club:
SIDEWALKS - Please help keep our sidewalks clear! We ask that residents be mindful of not blocking sidewalks and
sidewalk traffic. While vehicles in the driveway at the sidewalk intersection are the most common occurrence, please also
note if trailers, motorcycles, bikes, trash cans, or basketball hoops impede sidewalk traffic.
Blocking sidewalks can create issues that prevent people in wheelchairs or parents pushing strollers from passing and can
force children to step into the street to pass.
Per the Texas Transportation Code, it is illegal to park over a sidewalk and those who block sidewalks can receive a ticket.
Fines can start at $40. Please be kind and mindful of the sidewalk clearance for all our neighbors.
JULY 4TH HOLIDAY YARD AWARDS - Judging for the July 4th holiday yard decoration awards will be the week of
June 28th. We look forward to seeing the festive and patriotic yards! Thank you to our judges and all who participate.

In the Neighborhood:
GRADUATIONS—
Chase Adams is graduating Salutatorian of Waltrip High School on June 13, 2021. Chase will be attending the University
of Arkansas, majoring in Business. Chase also attended Frank Black Middle School and Helms Dual Language School in
the Heights for Elementary.
We are so proud of him for all he has accomplished and look forward to seeing what he does and where he goes. Amy &
Derek Adams
Dylan Gwinn is graduating with honors from the School of the Woods. Dylan will be attending Baylor University in the
Fall.
Two down, one to go! Staci and Robert Gwinn.
Did we miss your graduating student? Please email us at Pulse@shepherdparkplaza.com with key information and we’ll
look to highlight your student in the July Plaza Pulse!

Check out the Shepherd Park Plaza website for access to the
Plaza Pulse online, as well as key documents such as the New
Neighbor Packet, membership and constable dues validation,
and much more! https://shepherdparkplaza.com

Check out the Shepherd Park Plaza Facebook page
for recent discussions, news, alerts, ideas,
recommendations, and neighborhood events.

Ready to pay your annual Civic Club dues and join the Constable Contract? You can pay by check, Venmo (@SPPCC), scan the provided
QR code, or visit the link below. Checks should be made out to SPPCC and can be mailed to
SPPCC P.O. Box 10453 Houston, TX 77206. Please include your name and address in the memo.
http://shepherdparkplaza.com/pay-constable-and-membership-dues/
Can’t remember if you contributed? Check link online or email Membership@shepherdparkplaza.com.
If you haven’t received your 2021Constable Program sticker, please contact your Section Rep.
Civic Club: $25 Constable Program: $295

City of Houston Council Member, Abbie
Kamin, represents the Shepherd Park Plaza
neighborhood. Find out more how she
represents District C, as well as FAQs at
www.houstontx.gov/council/c/
Street sign down? Traffic light blinking? Tree
limb down over the street? The City of
Houston has a dedicated phone line and app
for these types of non-emergency related
issues. Call 311 or 713-837-0311.

We appreciate our local advertisers!
The local advertisers that you see throughout the Plaza Pulse
help pay for the printing of our neighborhood newsletter.
Please show your support and consider contacting one of
these local businesses the next time you need a quote or
service.
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Deputy Constable Program Response Calls

*Figures are for entire contract, including SPP and Candlelight Plaza*

April 2021
Contract Checks… 285
Miles Patrolled…2,850
Meet the Citizen...53
Vacation Watch...68
Open Door / Window…9
Alarm…3
Burglary...4
Suspicious Person…2
Suspicious Vehicle...2
Criminal Mischief...
Welfare Check…1
Information Check…3
Disturbance Loud Noise…4
Traffic...5
Follow Up...2
Animal…1
Park Check…11
School Check…1
**See Something, Say Something - Call Constable Dispatch at 713-755-7628**
Vacation Watch registry (*2 week Notice*)...http://pct1constable.net/sign-up/vacation-watch/
Sign up for the Constable Office’s Crime Alerts and Newsletter...https://pct1constable.net
select Sign-Up > Crime Alerts ; Newsletter
Continued From Front Page:
As Beth said, there have been “spectacular crops and miserable failures.” Through gardening, you live and learn! The food from the garden
goes to the food pantry at Garden Oaks Baptist Church and St. Rose food bank. Beth has led efforts to maintain the garden since its
inception in SPP, slowing down only this February when her husband, August, broke his hip.
A community garden takes work and funds to operate. The funding target for the Community Garden for 2021 is $2,000. This
funding will provide for irrigation, mowing, and miscellaneous gardening supplies. If you are interested in contributing to the cost to
keep our community garden growing, donations are always welcome:
https://www.gardenoaks.org/gocc-home/payments/beautification-projects
If you’re interested in volunteering, come to the garden Wednesdays at 8AM with your gardening items (gloves, shovel, hat) and water for
yourself. We have several wonderful individuals who volunteer regularly, but we can never have enough! If you are interested in
volunteering or a tour of the garden, please contact Garden Oaks resident Caroline Stender at 713-818-5420. Please note: volunteers don’t
work if it’s raining and the garden is locked at all other times.
Thank you to all of our SPP/GO Community Garden volunteers: Jeanette and Chuck Blesener, Vicki and Terry Brandt, Annette Dober,
Debbie and Tim Elliott, Kim Ellis, Beth and August Galiano, Bob Glaze, Rodney Merriwether, Lisa Peters, Norma Serrato, Shawn Spear,
Caroline Stender and John Tellier.

Left: A sign within the
Community Garden
Right: Volunteer Debbie
Elliot stands next to one of
the nine vegetable beds
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SPP Garden Club The Garden Club is taking its annual summer break.
Meetings will resume again in the fall. We wish you happy gardening!

Garden Club Tip of the Month:
Tired of pulling weeds? Newspapering your flower beds is a cheap, green, and easy way to keep the weeds out of your garden. First,
weed your bed as best you can. Then spread newspaper (2-3 papers thick) over the top of the soil. Lastly, water the newspaper and
cover with mulch. The newspaper deprives weeds of light but lets water through to the bed. Another bonus is that as the newspaper
biodegrades, it is good for the soil and the earthworms will love it. Be sure to only use the matte pieces of newsprint (not the glossy
advertisements).
Garden Club Monthly Local Highlight:
Shepherd Park Plaza is getting a new neighbor! Trees for Houston, a local non-profit that distributes about 20,000 trees per year in the
region, will be moving into a 1.5 acre property at 2001 W 34th Street. Construction begins later this year, with plans to open in
August 2022. The environmentally friendly headquarters will include an office, a tree farm, and an education center, which will serve
schools and other community members about planting trees and their benefits. To learn more about Trees for Houston, visit their
website at treesforhouston.org.
Garden Club Member Yard of the Month:
Our June yard of the month is Gina Johnston. The front landscape is
anchored by tree-shaped ligustrum, layered rows of oropetalum and
boxwoods, foxtail ferns, and hardy and perennial Gregg's mistflower
with its vibrant chartreuse leaves and fluffy lavender blooms. It reliably
comes back from the roots after being pruned back to the ground in
winter and keeps getting bigger and bigger each year. Another bonus is
the butterflies love it! Gina also has pink Texas skullcaps,
blazing star (liatris), hot pink salvias, an assortment of pentas, and
Mexican heathers planted in the front beds. The pentas and Mexican
heathers made a surprise return after the ice storm.

IRS Tax Extension
The IRS is giving all Texas residents and businesses
an additional two months to file their federal income
taxes. Extension date is June 15.
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No information submitted for June Plaza Pulse
Questions or want to join Plaza Moms?
Send an email to plaza.moms.houston@gmail.com and we'll get you set up for just $35 for the season.

The 2020-2021 school year is [finally!] coming to an end.
The year is extended due to Covid, and the last day of school is June 11.
In May, we experienced Teacher Appreciation Week, STAAR testing, Durham’s Got Talent,
spirit nights at local favorites, international festival, and preparation for saying goodbye to another group of 5th graders.
Behind the scenes, Pre-K acceptance notifications were sent and enrollment for next year continues.
On behalf of all of us at Durham, we want to give a big shout out to our PAW-some neighbors
for your support and patience throughout the year. We wish everyone a wonderful summer and will see you back in the fall!
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The 2021 - 2022 SPPCC Board Members are looking forward to supporting this great
neighborhood we live within. To help you get to know the volunteer-based board and
committee, we will be featuring a ‘Meet Your Civic Club Member’ article highlighting fun
facts and insights into your volunteer Civic Club leaders.
We look forward to serving you in 2021 - 2022!

Meet Your Civic Club Member!
Name: Davi Garza
Position on Civic Club: Vice President
What street do you live on? Thornton

Why did you join the Civic Club Board? I thought it would be a
great way to get to know more neighbors and get involved. I love the community feel of the
neighborhood.
What do you hope to do as a Board Member? Help plan events and keep SPP an active
neighborhood to live in.
What's your favorite SPPCC event and why? Cinco de BBQ competition was a lot of fun.
I'm looking forward to more in-person events with neighbors as it becomes safe to do so.
What is your favorite local hot spot and why? Fat Cat creamery at the Stomping Grounds.
The big green space is so nice for the kids.
What's a fun fact you want to share? We’ve lived here for about 4 years. We moved from
the suburbs to SPP to cut down our commute.

Editor’s Local Eats:
Marchese’s Kitchen
On those days when you want a home-cooked meal, but don’t want to be the chef, visit
Marchese’s Kitchen. Family owned and operated, they have so many delicious eats available
to take home, heat, and serve! Dishes range from lasagna, chicken parmesan, and other
Italian classics to chicken pot pie, king ranch casserole, and amazing pot pies, not to mention
hearty seasonal soups and flatbread pizza.
Dishes are available in individual ($5-8), small ($10-15), medium ($20-25), and large ($3040). Individual portions serve 1-2, and large portions can serve 6-8.

Citizens Patrol
April 2021
Patrol Hours
TOTAL
WEEK DRIVING Patrollers who turn
HOURS in at least 4 driving
hours by the 5th of
the month are
eligible for a
1
3
random drawing.
The winner of this
2
3
month’s $10 random
drawing is
3
3
Deborah De Bram.
Thank you to all of
4
4
our volunteers!
TOTAL

13

The Houston Police Department is
concerned about crime in the
neighborhoods and communities
throughout the city. The Citizen Patrol
Program was established in an effort to
bring the citizens and the police department
together for a common goal: improve the
quality of life by preventing, reducing, or
eliminating crime. The Citizen Patrol
Program is designed to provide a means for
citizens to organize into patrol groups for
the purpose of being visible in their
community. Citizen Patrollers are the
additional eyes and ears the police can
count on to make Houston a safe place to
live and work.
You can become a volunteer by signing up
today! Training is just a few hours and
YOU can help protect our neighborhood.
www.houstontx.gov/police/vip/
vip_citzpatrol.htm

If you need a quick lunch, they also make hot and cold sandwiches, including a phenomenal
Italian sandwich for only $6.
See available offerings and hours of operation at www.marcheseskitchen.com. Visit them
soon at 965 Pinemont Dr. or call 713-497-5378 if you have any questions.
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Important Contacts

Police/Fire: 911

Constable Dispatch
713-755-7628

HPD (non-emergency)
713-884-3131

pulse@shepherdparkplaza.com

Plaza Pulse Advertising
832-477-7871

SPP Membership
303-588-0424

Deed Restrictions
713-316-5255

Architecture Control
713-316-5255

Entrance Bed
713-501-3695

plaza.moms.houston@gmail.com

Plaza Moms Rep

Garden Club Rep
713-956-2638

Section 1 Rep
713-882-8613

Section2@shepherdparkplaza.com

Section 2 Rep

Section 3 Rep
832-655-3425

Section 4 Rep
713-291-4485

president@shepherdparkplaza.com

Plaza Pulse Editor

City Helpline: 311

SPP Civic Club

SPP CALENDAR
SUNDAY

June 2021

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

4

5

SPPCC
Board Mtg

6

7

8

9
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13

14

15

16

17

18

19

25

26

HEAVY TRASH
JUNK WASTE

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

24

Holiday Yard
Award Judging
= Trash and Yard Waste

= Curbside Recycling

Please leave 3 ft between your bins and any
other objects. This gives the trucks room
without damage to nearby items.

Reminder about Heavy Trash: TREE waste is picked up in

ODD months, and JUNK waste in the EVEN months. TREE waste
is defined as “clean” wood waste such as tree limbs, branches, and
stumps. Lumber, furniture, and treated wood will NOT be accepted
as Tree Waste. JUNK is defined as items such as furniture,
appliances, and other bulky material.

May Yard of the Month
Section 1:
Stacy & John McEnaney
1103 Curtin

Section 2:
Cari and Craig Collins
4706 Brian Haven

Section 3:

Section 4:
1029 Candlelight

Katherine & Michael Weiger
4729 Brian Haven Drive
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P. O. Box 10453
Houston, TX 77206
www.ShepherdParkPlaza.com

New to the neighborhood?
Contact Courtney Carlson Siegmund
at courtneytcarlson@gmail.com
so we can welcome you officially!
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NEW LISTING

958 THORNTON RD
3 BED | 2 BATH | 1,997 SF

1055 MARTIN ST

PENDING

SOLD

1010 RICHELIEU LN

1119 CURTIN ST

$589,000

PENDING

SOLD

1167 CURTIN ST

INDYQUEST KNOWS SHEPHERD PARK PLAZA

