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New to the neighborhood?  

Contact Shannon Zierau at  

713-775-0307 or 

szierau@yahoo.com so we can 

welcome you officially. 

        
 

 

 

 

Summer flew by this year (again!), and it’s BACK-TO-SCHOOL time already.  

Some kids are excited, some are nervous, and some are just not ready.  

Some parents may be feeling these same sentiments! Whichever category 

your children are in, it’s time to check for backpacks, shoes, clothes, 

uniforms, and school supplies.  

 

HISD is geared up and ready to go for another great year of education, 

sports, competitions and after-school activities. HISD is officially back in 

session on Monday, August 27th. St. Ambrose, St. Rose of Lima and St. Pius 

X High School start Monday, August 13th. 

 

Remember that school zones have a lower speed limit than the surrounding 

area and are no-cell-phone zones.  Safety first!  

 

And don’t forget about tax-free weekend August 10th-12th.  

There is no Texas sales tax on these days for all purchases  

of clothing, shoes, school supplies and backpacks under $100  

per item. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

The Fall Oktoberfest for the neighborhood will be Friday, October 5th 

from 6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. at the Liederkrantz Hall on Ella Blvd.  There will 

be an auction, games, good food and a lot of fun! This event will have 

activities for the adults and the kids, including the much talked-about cake 

walk! So mark your calendars, tell a neighbor and make plans to attend.  

SAVE THE DATE!! 

 
The 2nd annual Thrills & Chills for Bills fundraiser for Durham Elementary 

PTA will be held October 26th, at the SPJST Lodge at 1435 Beall Street. 

Make plans to be part of the fun by planning to come to this party in costume! 

More details to follow in the next issue of the Pulse.  



 2 

 

This year’s annual Plaza Moms July 4th Parade proved to be one for the books! The rain started about 5 minutes 

before the parade kicked off, but that didn’t stop a group of dedicated kids, parents and residents from walking or 

biking to Durham Elementary. Some endured the weather with no rain gear and others came prepared! It was a soggy 

mess, but the reward at the end was a group of volunteers in the breezeway at Durham Elementary cheering them to 

the finish line. A huge thanks to our supporters (please see Plaza Moms article for more info),  the parade 

participants, the Constable’s office and the Houston Firefighters. And thanks to Durham Elementary for opening 

their doors to everyone at the last minute.  



 

July Yards of the Month 

Section 1: 

 1111 Curtin 

Lisa & Jim 

Petree 

Section 3: 

1109 Cheshire 

Robin & Scott  

Frisbie 

Section 2: 

4602 Alba 

Suzanne & Victor  

D’Souza  

Section 4: 

N/A 

MEN’S GROUP NEWS!                                                                  By: Chris Wooldridge 
 
 

“Supporting Our Neighborhood Through Fellowship & Acts of Service” 
 

Our June Third Thursday Lunch and Men’s Group Meeting took place at Hughie’s on 18th.  Great food and great company!  As 
the park reforestation project is now fully implemented, our focus has shifted to our next event in August, to take place in the 
afternoon on August 11th, celebrating “Back To School.”  The menu will include burgers, dogs and plenty of watermelon.  Kids 
can bring their bikes for a tune up and washing.  Please reserve this date on your calendar and look for updates on Next Door 
and Facebook. 
 
Our third Thursday lunch in August is on August 16, 2018, from 11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. at Ploughman’s Deli & Café at 965 
Pinemont Dr. #100.  
 
All of us in the Men’s Group wish you a great summer! Good things are continuing to happen within the Men's Group!   Please 
contact Chris Wooldridge at 832-623-4268 or chris@chris-properties.com 

Arches, Arches, Arches 
 
In the April issue of the Pulse, we mentioned the growing popularity of the Christmas arches throughout Shepherd Park  Plaza. 
So many of you responded! In fact, SPP resident Kevin Schiffer has taken over a dozen orders for new arches. He reported 
making his 100th arch this past year since starting in the Fall of 2015. It’s not too late, but the August 31st deadline is fast 
approaching so if you would like to get involved, please contact Kevin to order an arch kit with everything required (except 
garland). Cost is $150 from now until August 31. From September 1 to October 31, the cost is $175. If you need an arch repaired 
due to excessive use or a delivery truck mishap, Kevin can help with that too. Are you a DIYer and want to make your own arch? 
Contact him for plans and instructions. Let’s continue to grow and enjoy this holiday decorating tradition that brings so much 
joy and cheer to so many. Best contact is kevin_schiffer@hotmail.com.  

Condolences to the family of Sammie Sebesta on her recent passing. Sammie and her family have been long time residents of 

Shepherd Park Plaza.  

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 2018 
 

 
 

 

National Night Out is an opportunity to meet your neighbors, discuss safety, enjoy some good food and just 

GET OUTSIDE! This year’s NNO is Tuesday, October 2, 2018. This year, the Men’s Group will help lead our 

community in organizing the National Night Out. We are looking for hosts, so if you are interested in hosting 

your block or street in SPP or just want more information, please contact Chris Wooldridge at chris@chris-

properties.com. Hosting is mostly about having a central place on your block for neighbors to gather, but it 

can also be organizing a meal, getting volunteers to bring snacks and drinks, having kids games available, or 

any combination of these.  And don’t forget this is also a great chance to discuss Christmas decorating on 

your street to come up with a theme or expand the one already in the works!  

mailto:chris@chris-prperties.com
mailto:kevin_schiffer@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

June 2018  

Animal/Humane…1 Contract checks...205 Disturbance/Loud Noise…1 

Open Door/Window...2 Miles Patrolled...3,061 Discharge of firearm...1 

Writ...7 Meet the Citizen…96 School Checks...1 

Suspicious Vehicle...2 Suspicious Persons...7 Traffic Stops...6 

Alarm...5 Information Call...2 Traffic Initiative...2 

Neighborhood Check...2 Park Checks...1 Disturbance/Other...1 

Vacation Watch...12 DWI...1 **************************************** 

Calls handled by Deputy Constable 

*Figures are for entire contract including SPP and Candlelight Plaza

Vacation Watch registry (1 week in advance)...http://pct1constable.net/sign-up/vacation-watch/ 

Sign up for the Constable Office’s Newsletter...http://pct1constable.net/sign-up  then click Newsletter 

Durham Elementary News 
 

 

 

 

 

When the 2018-19 school year kicks off in late August, Durham Elementary will be celebrating their 50th anniversary of 

educating this community’s children. The theme for this celebration is “One Community, Many Stories”. Being a part of the 

neighborhood for so long has been a pleasure, and we look forward to many more years. 

  

Want to become part of Durham’s amazing story?  Community volunteers are always welcome at the school. We have 

opportunities for everyone- reading with children, making copies, working in the garden, participating on PTA committees, and 

much more. If you are interested, please call 713-613-2527 or email Anne Baumgarten at abaumgar@houstonisd.org.  

  

We are excited to begin another year of learning! Please be aware of increased traffic in the mornings and afternoons, and the 

prohibition of cell phone use in school zones.  School hours are 7:30 a.m. – 2:50 p.m.   

mailto:abaumgar@houstonisd.org


Citizens Patrol Stats 

Prepared by Deborah DeBram & Katherine Peale  

SHEPHERD PARK PLAZA CITIZENS PATROL WELCOMES VOLUNTEERS!  

 

The Houston Police Department is concerned about crime in the neighborhoods and communities 

throughout the city. In response, the Citizen Patrol Program was established in an effort to bring the 

citizens and the police department together for a common goal, and that is to improve the quality of 

life by eliminating crime. You can become a  volunteer by signing up today! Contact  Deborah 

DeBram or Katherine Peale at 713-812-7626 or algebrakp@aol.com for more information.  

 

The Citizen Patrol Program is designed to provide a means for citizens to organize into patrol 

groups for the purpose of reducing crime in their community. Citizen Patrollers are the additional 

eyes and ears the police can count on to make Houston a safe place to live and work.  The value of 

police/citizen cooperation is well illustrated by the success of the Citizen Patrol Program.  

We need volunteers. Training is just a few hours and you can be on your way to helping us protect the neighborhood.   

The winner of the $10 random drawing is Ernie Gessner.  Patrollers who turn in at least 4 driving hours by the 5th of the month are eligible 

 

 

 

 

 

YARD OF THE MONTH 
 
Colette Robichau of 1014 Candlelight Lane is the July Yard of the Month recipient.  Colette’s front 

garden beds uses agapanthus on the front walkway and around the oak tree.  It has been amazing to 

see the agapanthus return and bloom after the multiple freezes this winter wilted them down to a 

small stub.  Nature is amazing!  Also included in the front bed is a Julia Child rose brush which 

produces small yellow roses and one new scarlet knockout rose brush that Colette won at the Garden 

Club’s brown bag meeting.  Begonias and coleus provide the finishing touch of color. 

The Garden Club is on summer hiatus, but they are still gardening despite the heat!  This recent heat wave prompts a reminder  to water 

often, maybe even more perhaps than your sprinkler system provides especially for the trees.  Applying some additional mulch may be in 

order since this will help preserve the moisture in your garden beds.  It is not too early to start thinking about your fall planting.  Consider 

preparing your vegetable garden beds now especially if you are planting tomatoes in August.  Enjoy the rest of the summer and the 

Garden Club will begin their monthly meetings on September 10th.  Think about joining us this year! 

               Harris County Vote 
 

There is a Flood Control District bond 

initiative on the ballot at the August 

25, 2018 election in Harris County.  

Early voting is from August 8th-21st. 

Go to  HarrisVotes.com for more 

information.  

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS  
 

SPP is serviced by three local fire stations, and now we have a great opportunity to pay them back 

for their hard work. A group of volunteers headed by local resident Justin Gordon is providing 

meals to the firefighters at these stations. We’re looking for volunteers to bring side dishes, bread, 

& desserts on certain dates. The next opportunity is August 1st at Station 62, August 3rd at Station 

31 and August 4th at Station 13. Check out the facebook page for more information about dates, 

locations and times.  Www.facebook.com/MonthlyFirefighterAppreciationDinner  



   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Join/Renew Your Plaza Moms Membership Today! 

We are excited to announce that we have a new website for Plaza Moms Society.  The website: http://groupspaces.com/PlazaMoms/ 

will allow you to pay your dues online and will be another way to keep up with Plaza Moms.  Please login today to create your account.  

2018/2019 dues are $35/school year and can be paid online or at our next event via cash or check. Find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/groups/plazamoms     Please Note: All Plaza Moms events as well as our FB page will be for members only this year.  

We wouldn’t want you to miss out on all of the fun, so join/renew your membership today! 

2018-2019 Plaza Mom’s Annual Kick-off Party – Aloha! 

Tuesday, August 21st, 8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. @ 1002 Richelieu 

Join Plaza Moms to Kick-off a new year with an adult celebration!  The evening will feature lite bites and 

plenty of “mom juice”!  Bring a SPP or CP neighbor (or nearby!) mom or mom-to-be with you or come solo to 

this casual come and go event.  The Kick-off is a great way to meet potential new members and catch up 

with the current members.  Please use this time to pay your annual dues of $35.  This covers all of our fun 

events throughout the year including the Fall Festival, Breakfast with Santa, Easter Egg Hunt, 4th of July 

Parade & Celebration and much more!  Sign-ups will be available to volunteer for Plaza Moms activities 

throughout the year.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

4th of July Parade & Celebration 

A BIG thank you to our volunteers who helped make the celebration a huge success (despite the torrential 

downpour).  A special thanks to the Plaza Moms Special Events team, IndyQuest Properties, Durham 

Elementary School PTA, and our Constables and Firefighters for leading the parade. Check out the photos 

from sponsor Bouchet Images: 

https://bouchetimages.shootproof.com/gallery/6997067/ 

AVOID COMMON VIOLATIONS IN HOUSTON  
 

The City of Houston has published an article entitled , Avoid Common Violations. To see the entire list, go to  

http://www.houstontx.gov/ips/avoid_common_violations.html. This is Part 2 of a 2-Part series printed in the Pulse.  

 

OPEN EXCAVATION  

Unprotected holes, excavations, and sharp protrusions from the ground pose health and safety risks. 

Fines: $250 – $2,000. To avoid fines: Fence or fill in open holes with approved fill material such as sand or dirt. Securely seal or plug unused water 

wells and remove or fill unused septic tanks. 

 

JUNK MOTOR VEHICLES & TIRES 

A junk motor vehicle is any vehicle, visible from a public place or public right-of-way, that is:  

 wrecked, dismantled, discarded, or 

 is inoperable and remains inoperable for a continuous period of more than 30 days on private property, and 

displays an expired license plate or does not display a license plate. Any such vehicle must be screened by completely enclosing the vehicle in a 

building. Car covers, tarps, bamboo shades and other types of materials are not acceptable screening.   

Fines: $200 – $2,000.  To avoid fines: Remove, repair, or properly store any such vehicle that cannot move under its own power, or is wrecked, 

dismantled, discarded, or remains continuously inoperable for 30 days. 

 

OPEN AND VISIBLE STORAGE MATERIALS 

Property owners must not store materials out in the open. These materials include dead trees, tires, refuse, glass, building materials, appliances, 

inoperable boats, and junk vehicles. Junk, trash, litter and rubbish cannot be deposited or allowed to accumulate on a lot street. This includes junked 

auto parts, appliances, furniture, building materials, tires, discarded paper, tree trimmings, cardboard, plastics, fallen tree limbs and other offensive 

or objectionable materials. 

 

BOATS / TRAILERS 

Fines: $200 – $2,000. To avoid fines: Remove any rubbish our garbage from the boat or trailer. Elevate the boat or trailer at least 6 inches from the 

lot surface. The boat must be stored so that water cannot accumulate in the boat. If the boat is on a trailer, the trailer must be operable. 

APPLIANCES 

Fines: $200 – $2,000. To avoid fines: Remove and properly dispose of inoperable refrigerators, freezers, A/C units, and other appliances. 

 

BROKEN FENCES, DEAD TREES AND OTHER STRUCTURES 

It is the property owner/occupant’s responsibility to keep all fences and accessory structures, including detached garages and sheds, in structurally 

sound condition and in good repair. 

Fines: $200 – $2,000. To avoid fines: Repair the fence or structure and keep it in good condition, and remove the dead trees and dispose of limbs.  

http://groupspaces.com/PlazaMoms/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/plazamoms
http://www.houstontx.gov/ips/avoid_common_violations.html
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Important  Numbers Police/Fire:  911 City Helpline:  311 

Citizens Patrol 

713-812-7626 

Deed Restrictions 

713-316-5255  

Plaza Moms 

281-216-3452 

New Neighbor/Greeter 

713-775-0307 

Garden Club 

713-201-3322 

Architectural Guidelines 

713-316-5255  

Plaza Pulse News 

713-316-9688 

SPP Historian 

713-851-3000 

Traffic & Safety 

713-681-7479 

Constable Dispatch 

713-755-7628 

SPP Membership 

713-338-2989 

City Liaison 

713-688-7979   

Pulse Advertising 

713-688-0574 or 713-681-3600 

Men’s Group 

832-623-4268  
HPD 

713-884-3131 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

30 A ugust  2018  SPP CALENDAR  

HEAVY  

JUNK Waste 

Men’s 
Group 
Lunch 

SPPCC 

Board Mtg 

Reminder about Heavy Trash:  Our  heavy trash pickup is the 3rd 

Thursday of each month.  Tree waste is picked up in ODD months, and 

Junk waste in the EVEN months. 

HISD Back to 

School 

 

Congratulations to the winners of the this year’s Patriotic Awards 

for Shepherd Park Plaza.  

 

Section I— 975 Curtin, Sandy & Randy Klander 

Section II—1147 Thornton, Sarrah & Gary Moseley 

Section III—1105 Martin, Robert & Raycene Hilsher 

Section IV-1119 Candlelight, Carolyn & Daniel Barrett 

Men’s Group 

Back-to-School 

Event  



Shepherd Park Plaza Civic Club 

P.  O.  Box 10453 

Houston, TX  77206 

www.ShepherdParkPlaza.com 


