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2012 Fundraising for Dues & Constable Kicks Off     by Tom Dornak  
Letters will be mailed in mid September kicking off the 2012 fundraising for both Civic Club 
Membership Dues and the Constable Patrol Program. This is a change from previous years 
when Civic Club Dues statements were mailed in the Spring and the Constable Program 
Campaign letters were mailed in the Fall. This past January the Civic Club Board approved 
this change in order to help eliminate confusion with having two fundraising schedules. All 
databases for Civic Club Members and Constable Donors as well as all mailings for these 
programs are now consolidated and is a function of the SPP Membership Chairman. The 
driving factor in selecting the September date was that our Constable Patrol Program 
requires a signed contract to be executed in December. Since the Constable Program is 
voluntary the Civic Club needs to begin raising funds early to make certain the program will 
be supported by enough residents to fund the contract. 

Be on the lookout for this mailing which will occur by September 15.  With all the confusion 
in raising funds for the various programs, some residents may have already submitted their 
2012 Dues and/or Deputy Constable Program donation.  A payment status will be listed on 
the form you receive in September if you have already fulfilled your membership dues and/
or constable patrol donation. You can also request your status from our Membership 
Chairman by emailing Tom Dornak at membership@shepherdparkplaza.com. 

So How Strong is Our Membership? 
The Civic Club Board is pleased to publish our strong membership statistics. Participation is 
high in both Membership and Constable Patrol Program. Below are the membership statis-
tics for paid membership dues and participation in the constable patrol program for the last 

  
SPP Civic Club 

Members % Constable Patrol 
Participation   % 

          
*2011 533 73.1% 491 67.4% 

2010 552 75.7% 440 60.4% 
2009 540 74.1% 445 61.0% 

          
* Dues and Constable donations for 2011 still coming in. 
  Total SPP Households: 729     

Remember, these programs are voluntary to residents. It is clear that year after year the vast 
majority of our residents have interest in renewing their SPP membership which provides 
funding to maintain landscaping, publish a monthly newsletter, monitor and report 
violations of city ordinances and deed restrictions, and support improvement projects. All 
these things directly reflect the healthy increase of property values in SPP. Participation in 
the Constable program has steadily increased over the past few years.  Residents are 
genuinely interested in donating to this program to help reduce crime and increase safety 
associated with the Constable's presence in our neighborhood.  
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Get Ready to Sell!    by Barbara Bryant 
Shepherd Park Plaza is holding a neighborhood 
wide garage sale on Saturday, October 1. 
Each household interested in participating is 
welcome to set up in their own driveway. 
Signs will be put up at intersections outside 
the neighborhood and will be listed online 
on Craigslist. The start time is 8am, but if 
you’ve ever had a garage sale you know 
people like to come early.  

Here are a few tips for a successful garage sale: 

 Be visible from the street. Put a sign or balloon in your yard if you’re holding 
your sale at the back of your driveway or in your garage. 

 Make items visible. People won’t buy something they can’t see.  
 Hang clothes. Don’t leave them in cardboard boxes. 
 Price some items. It’s not necessary to price every single thing, but give 

shoppers an idea of what prices you expect so they aren’t scared to ask. 
 Have grocery sacks handy to bag up items shoppers buy. 
 Have plenty of change and small denomination bills ready.  
 Consider putting out a “free” box for items you don’t think will sell. 

Remember, one person’s trash is another person’s treasure.  

Purple Heart has agreed to pick up unsold items at noon that day for those who 
request it. If you would like items picked up from your house you must give me 
your address (barbb84@gmail.com or 713-503-2552) so I can give a list of 
addresses to Purple Heart.  

Residents Walk the Labyrinth for the Equinox  by Margaret Harle 
Residents are invited to a discussion of the history of the labyrinth, examples of the 
labyrinth’s use in history and how to personalize your individual walk.  We will then walk 
down to our very own labyrinth for a walk to celebrate the Autumnal Equinox. Cost for this 
will be $10 which will cover our speaker.  Refreshments will be served.  Sunday evening, 
September 25 at 5pm at 1038 Richelieu Lane. 

Call Alice Bongers at 713-447-7624 or Jeannette Blesener at 713-683-9945 for more 
information. 

Please clip out and bring this coupon along with your cash or check made 
payable to the Shepherd Park Plaza Civic Club to 1038 Richelieu by September 
9th, 2011. 

Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone number: ____________________________________________________ 

Check □   Cash □  
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Interested in patrolling?  Contact Karen Cruse at 
713-824-4799 or kjcfm4954@yahoo.com for 
information.  
Training for Citizen Patrol certification is the second 
Tuesday of each month at 9455 West Montgomery 
at 7 pm. Anyone who regularly walks in the 
neighborhood is invited to join the COP 
group.  More eyes on our neighborhood means 
more watching for suspicious activity.  

 Patrol Hours 
Prepared by Charli Merchant 1 2 3 4 Total 

Auto Patrol Hours 6 29 11 17 63 

Walk/Bike Patrol Hours 3 26.75 0 51 80.75 

Base Station Hours 0 38 0 0 38 

TOTAL HOURS 9 93.75 11 68 181.75 

SECTIONS 

July 2011     

The next Patrollers' meeting will be the last Thursday of September, the 29th, at Durham Elementary. James Kelly is the winner of the 
$20 gas bonus this month. 

Citizens Patrol Stats 
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Calls handled by Deputy Constable 

 ··········································  
Miles Patrolled...  1,255 

 ·····································  
Arrests ......................................... 0 
Alarm Responses ..................   4 
Citizen Contacts ...............   126 
Disturbances ..........................   0 
Investigations ........................   2 
Park Checks ...........................   29 
Vacation Watch .....................   5 
Misc.  Calls .............................   79 
Dispatched Calls ...................   8 
Total Calls ...........................   253 

 ·····································  
Traffic: 
Verbal/Written Warnings… 0 
Citations…  5 

Police Report    by Chuck Blesener  
The latest statistics show violent crime is down 6% in Houston while 
property crime is down 11%.  With the cut backs in the City budget, 
HPD has laid off 154 civilian employees and will only have three 
cadet classes this year to keep up with attrition in the 5,300 officer 
force.  HPD will no longer send out an officer to minor accidents 
where there are no injuries and the vehicles are drivable.  Drivers 
should exchange information and file an accident report with any 
police station and their insurance company. 

 FBI Supervisor Brian Ritchey from the Houston Division Multi 
Agency Gang Task Force says the FBI focuses on large organized 
gangs while working with local law enforcement.  The Bureau has 
56 field offices and 156 Safe Street Task Forces.  They have to prove 
the gangs are a criminal enterprise but have the advantage of being 
able to use federal laws such as the RICO Act or conspiracy to 
prosecute criminals.  Federal prisoners must also serve at least 85%, 
and often 100% of their sentence.  He says that gangs are morphing 

and multiplying in inner cities, suburbs and rural areas.  There are 
gang members in the schools as young as 12 or 13 years old.  They 
are trying to get kids to report any gang activity with a new 
website www.StopHoustonGangs.org.  All tips are kept 
anonymous and they have had 70,000 hits since September.  The 
website is not in competition with Crime Stoppers and you can 
text your tips in.   

 The largest gangs in Houston by number are the Tango Blast/
Houstones, 59 Hoover, 59 Bounty Hunters, Southwest Cholos, 
Bloods, MS—13, and 59 PIRU.  The Southwest Cholos and MS—13 
are arch enemies and have orders to kill each other on sight.  While 
most gangs are strictly into criminal activities, some like Tango 
Blast, Texas Syndicate, and the Bandidos hold regular jobs and do 
their crime on the side.  The Bandidos have been responsible for 
keeping the Hells Angels out of Houston and Texas but the FBI is 
hearing that they are making a new effort to enter our lucrative 
area.  

What’s Happening Around Houston 
by Carol Jean Hebert 

Old Town Spring is a quaint turn of the century town composed of 
shops, restaurants, museums, and art galleries. This is a place 
where you can get outside “in the country” with family and friends. 
The merchants of Old Town Spring travel the globe in search of 
unique and unusual wares for their shops. Like shopkeepers of old, 
they take the time to socialize and chat with their customers. For 
history buffs, there are two museums that are worth a visit. They 
are the Civil War Museum and the Spring Historical Museum. 

This tiny town is 25 miles north of Houston and it is at the end of 
Spring-Cypress Road one mile east of Interstate 45. It is located 
near the original rail yards which were built in the early 1900's by 
the Great Northern Railroad. The Victorian-style shops have char-
acter, which adds to the nostalgic feeling of having "stepped back 
in time." Some of the shops occupy buildings which were con-
structed in the early 1900's for the then booming railroad town.  
The core of the town is on two streets, Main and Midway with ac-
companying cross streets. http://www.oldtownspring.com  

Upcoming Festivals include: 

 Longhorn Rod Run - September 24 - 25 

 Pet Fest - October 22 - 23 

 Home For The Holidays - November 12 through Christmas  
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New Arrival—Please help us congratulate Colleen & 
Jeremy Cockrum on the arrival of Joshua Ryan Cockrum.  He 
was born on July 5 at 7:01am and was 7 lbs 14 oz and 19 inches 
long.   
 

Congratulation—Alfred L. Kenjuras Sr. & Florence 
Kenjuras of 1046 Curtin celebrated their 63rd wedding 
anniversary on August 22. They have been SPP residents for 47 
years. 
 

Condolences—Elwaine Barrett passed away on July 15 
from complications arising from leukemia. Elwaine was active 

in various auto dealership associations in the Houston area and 
nationally for the past 60 years and often mentored new 
dealers who were starting businesses. He was a charter 
member of the Heights Chamber of Commerce.    

By Romi Sandel & Laurie Hardwick 

Share Your News—Please pass along any news of note about SPP residents so that we can spotlight them in future 
issues of the Pulse.  If you have news to share, please let us know by emailing pulse@shepherdparkplaza.com or 
contacting Romi Sandel at  713-962-4171. 

 
Frank Brocato also passed away in July. Frank served in the U. S. 

Army during WWII, after which he entered the grocery store 
industry where he worked until his retirement.   
 

Former SPP resident Deborah Barber-Fort passed away after a 
short battle with leukemia. Deborah attended Durham Elementary, 
Black Junior High, and Waltrip High School, graduating in 1983. 
Deborah and her husband George lived in the Nashville area, where 
she worked as an accountant.  
 

Gene Cannon, who also passed away in July, served in the U. S. 
Air Force from 1945 to 1953. He was a Bronze Star and Victory 
Medal recipient.   
 

Also passing in July was Emma “Sue” Elsenbrook. She was 
active in Texas politics in the 60’s and 70’s and was the first woman 
to serve on the Harris County Grand Jury. She and her husband 
recently celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.  
 

Bertha Jeanne Leon Burda passed away on July 28. Bertha 
married her lifetime friend, Robert Lee Burda, on December 16, 
1951. Robert was the love of her life, and Bertha went to be with 
Jesus with Robert by her side. She was a long-time member of St. 
Rose of Lima Catholic Church.  

Protect Your Good Name    by Chuck Blesener 
HPD says that the criminals are using sophisticated computer 
technology to stay ahead of the police. While you may lose 
everything to these thieves, they often get probation and no jail 
time since identity theft is considered a non-violent crime. 

Some of the newer credit cards and all passports now have 
embedded RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) chips in them. 
This technology has been around since WWII but is now being 
widely used, mainly for the purpose of merchants being able to 
track your purchases. These cards are indicated with a special 
symbol and supposedly can be disabled on line. Crooks carry 
scanners that pick up the signals from your wallet or purse with 
all your data by just walking by you.  Metallic sleeves and special 
wallets are available to put your cards in to block the signals or 
you can wrap your cards in aluminum foil.  Do not attempt to 
tamper with your passport.  

 Some thieves are stealing the identities of children and the 
deceased. When you order your free annual credit report from 
the three credit reporting agencies (877-322-8228 or 
www.annualcreditreport.com), also order one for each of your 
children under their social security numbers. When a family 
member or friend passes away, never put their address or birth 
date in the obituary, send a copy of the death certificate to the 
three credit reporting agencies, and cancel their driver’s license 
with the DPS. 

As strange as it may seem... 

 It is not illegal for someone to use your social security 
number and you can't file charges unless you actually suffer a 
loss. 

 Anyone can open a bank account in your name at any 
institution where you have an existing account. 

 Financial institutions will not always refund your money lost 
to identity thieves. 

 Only the U.S. has lotteries.  Never cash a check from any 
lottery you did not participate in or any outside the U.S. 

The latest scam is for someone to call you posing as your bank or 
credit card company. They will already have obtained your card 
and account information somehow, and to prove you are in 
possession of your card, ask you to give them the three numbers 
on the back of your card. Never give that information out. With 
those numbers they can use your card to purchase anything 
online. 

The usual warnings apply—shred all documents, never allow 
merchants to copy credit cards or drivers license, don't give 
personal checks to persons in this country illegally such as lawn 
services or maids, don't use Wi-Fi at public places or websites 
with suspicious URLs or financial transactions on unsecured 
websites, and don't give credit cards or pin numbers to anyone—
even relatives. 
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= Trash and Yard Waste 

= Curbside Recycling 

Important  Numbers Police/Fire:  911 City Helpline:  311 

Citizens Patrol 
713-824-4799 

Deed Restrictions 
713-305-5035 

Traffic & Safety 
713-824-4799 

New Neighbor/Greeter 
713-305-5036 

Garden Club 
713-344-7013 

CP Vacation Watch 
713-682-5959 

Architectural Guidelines 
713-956-1167 

Plaza Pulse News 
713-503-2552 

SPP Historian 
713-683-9945 

Plaza Moms 
281-888-4533 

SPP Membership 
713-683-6502 

City Liaison 
713-683-9945    

Pulse Advertising 
713-688-0574 or 713-681-3600 

 Men’s Group 
713-683-9945 

September 2011 

SPPCC 
Board Meeting 

Men’s Group 
MEETING 

Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Garden Club 
MEETING 

Call Deputy Dispatch  ·  713-755-7628 

A Note About Trash:  You can legally put your heavy 
trash out at 6pm the Friday before your heavy trash day. 

Heavy  trash  
TREE waste  only 

Plaza Moms 
MEETING 
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Garden Club Kicks Off a New Season 
Organizational Meeting: Fall is approaching and that 
means that the Garden Club will be starting another fun 

and eventful season with the first meeting scheduled for 7pm 
September 12.  Hostess for the organizational meeting is Carol 
Jean Hebert located at 1103 Cheshire.  At this meeting we will 
collect membership dues of $20, update member information, 
disclose program information for the year, and provide new 
members the opportunity to meet and greet their 
neighbors.  Remember your cash or check if you plan to be 
included in the membership directory! 

Yard of the Month: Kudos to Linda Morgan, 1151 Chamboard, 
for receiving the August Yard-of-the-Month designation.  Linda 
has managed to keep her yard green and interesting in our 
extreme heat and drought.  Thanks, Linda, for doing your part to 
beautify our neighborhood. 

Gardening Tip of the Month: A strong solution of salt and water 
can kill an infestation of poison ivy plants.  Mix 3 pounds table 
salt with a gallon of soapy water.  Apply to leaves and stems of 
poison ivy plants using a garden sprayer. And remember to use 
protective gloves while working around the plants, and wash 
thoroughly when completed.  

Plaza Moms Selects New Officers 
 

Congratulations to our new Plaza Moms officers for 2011-2012. 

Co-Chairs: Ann Brock & Shannon Zierau 
Treasurer: Jessica Lucas 
Hospitality: Emily Leffler & Heidi Skiff 
Communications: Megan Rasmussen 

Join Plaza Moms for this month's meeting on Monday, September 
19 at 7pm at the home of Heidi Skiff 1022 Bethlehem.  Come learn 
some quick & easy weeknight favorite dishes for the whole 
family with Chef Megan plus tips on what to keep in your pantry. 

Mark your calendars:  Shopping on the Plaza Thursday, 
October 6 at Durham Elementary 6-9pm.  Get a jump 
start on your holiday shopping!  Door prizes, one of a 
kind gifts and much more, for info contact 
hollyindy@yahoo.com  

For info on these or any other Plaza Moms events or membership 
please contact Ann Brock annbrock1979@yahoo.com or Shannon 
Zierau szierau@yahoo.com 

Men's Group Makes Mystery Stop 
The Shepherd Park Plaza Men’s Group will meet for 
lunch and discussion on Thursday, September 8, at 

11:30am, at Whitney Oaks Hall, 816 E. Whitney. The guys will 
vote for their choice to receive the 2011 John Wayne Award, an 
award given to an individual who has given their time and tal-
ents to benefit the SPP neighborhood. The group is open to all 
men of the neighborhood and has no formal rules, officers, or 
dues.  

 On Wednesday, August 24, a bus load of country music lovers 
traveled to Stages Repertory Theater to see the musical produc-
tion on the life and music of Hank Williams.  The evening began 
with a mystery stop at the David Adickes Sculpturworx Studio 
and a dinner of country BBQ at Hickory Hollow Restaurant.  The 
group’s next bus trip is planned for Thursday, October 20 and 
anyone interested should contact Chuck Blesener at 
ccbles77@gmail.com or 713-683-9945. 



Section 1: 
949 Chamboard 

Wallace & Evlyn Kleb  

Section 3: 
1035 Martin 

Scott Crump & Kelly 
Brooks 

Section 2: 
1127 Chantilly Lane 

James & Rita Rogers 

Section 4: 
1016 Candlelight 

Robert & Sandra Marshall 

August Yards of the Month 
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Shepherd Park Plaza Civic Club 
P.  O.  Box 10453 
Houston, TX  77206 
www.ShepherdParkPlaza.com 

Thanks to Spaghetti Western, 1608 Shepherd Drive 
(713) 861-1313, who graciously donated gift 
certificates for our newest neighbors. 
http://www.spagwesthouston.com/. 

If you have moved into the neighborhood recently 
and have not yet been greeted by the SPP Civic Club, 
please contact Eileen Hartman at 713-305-5036 or 
eileen@hartmanassociates.com. 


