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The Shepherd Park Plaza Men's Group will hold their next monthly 

luncheon and neighborhood discussion on Thursday, November 10 at 11:30 

a.m. at Live Oak Grill. August Galiano will show a short video on HPD’s 

RUN, HIDE, FIGHT - a short course in what to do in an active shooter 

situation. 

 

The SPP Men's Group is open to all well behaved gentlemen of the 

neighborhood with no dues, no rules, and no officers. Join us for a good 

meal, great neighbors, and interesting conversation.  We meet at various 

restaurants on the second Thursday of each month. For more information 

contact Chuck Blesener at 713-683-9945 or ccbles77@gmail.com. 

SPP MEN’S GROUP  

                                
 

 
 

SHEPHERD PARK  

PLAZA TRAVELERS 

 

 

 

 

THANKS AGAIN TO ALL THE HOSTS AND HOSTESSES FOR SUPPORTING NATIONAL NIGHT OUT! It was a fun evening, 

where neighbors got to catch up with one another and meet some Constables and HPD Officers. We hope you got a chance to venture 

out.  

The Shepherd Park Plaza Travelers ventured by Harris County Precinct Four bus to Space 

Center Houston in September and to the George Ranch Historical Park in October.  Because of 

busy holiday schedules, they will have no trips for the rest of the year.  The group does have 

buses reserved for January, February, March, and April.  For more information or to receive trip 

announcements, contact Chuck Blesener at 713-683-9945 or ccbles77@gmail.com. 

Christmas is just around the corner!  
 
 

Make plans to finish up your outdoor Christmas decorating by December 14th, because the judging starts that evening 

and ends on December 15th.  Take your best shot at being 1st or 2nd place in the following categories:  

 

   *     Best Overall        *      Best Religious      *     Most Original     *      Best Traditional         *      Best Novelty        

   *     Best Lighting       *      Best Door            *     Best Window      *      Best Street or Cul-de-sac     

mailto:ccbles77@gmail.com
mailto:ccbles77@gmail.com


   

 

 

 
 

November General Meeting—Monday, November 7th at 7:00 p.m. at 1106 Candlelight 
Join us at the November General Meeting to Conquer Kids Clutter with professional organizer Valerie Thompson from Chronically 

Organized (also a PMS member/sponsor & SPP resident). Drinks and lite bites included. 

Please note there will be no November Ladies Night Out or Play Date due to the Thanksgiving Holiday. Enjoy your family time!  

SAVE THE DATES! 

Breakfast with Santa—Saturday, December 3rd from 9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. at Durham Elementary 

Please join us for the annual Plaza Moms' Breakfast with Santa on Saturday, December 3rd from 9-11am at Durham Elementary. Breakfast 

will be provided by Plaza Moms Sponsor IndyQuest. Plaza Moms Sponsor Bouchet Images will be there to capture pictures with Santa 

(personal cameras welcome). There will also be craft stations.  Members: FREE; Non-members: $10 (cash or check at the door).  

December General Meeting—Tuesday, December 6th at 7:00 p.m.  (located to be announced) 
The December General Meeting brings back an old favorite—White Elephant Gift Exchange! Drinks and light bites will be provided as 

usual. *Price limit $10.  

Babysitter Resource 
Just a reminder that if you are looking for a sitter over the holidays, PMS has a Babysitter Resource on Facebook under Files (https://

www.facebook.com/groups/plazamoms/files/). Some of the listed sitters even provide other services like pet sitting, lifeguarding, or 

decorative cookies for parties. If you know a sitter/nanny that would like to be added to our list please email us. 

Supporting Our Community 
Plaza Moms is proud to support our neighborhoods and zoned neighborhood school. We hope that you enjoyed some sweet treats from PMS 

at your National Night Out location in October. If you attended the Durham Peace & Joy Day  in October the coffee was on us—shout out to 

PMS member Shannon Zierau for organizing the event. On Saturday, November 5th you will have the opportunity to bid on a Rainy Day 

Family Fun Basket at the Candlelight Plaza Stew & Brew event benefitting the Constable Program.  

Fall Family Festival Thank You 
A big thank you to all the volunteers that made the Fall Family Festival in October a huge success. We hope your family and friends had a 

great time and we look forward to seeing you at Breakfast with Santa on December 3rd.   

Join Plaza Moms Today!  

Membership dues are $35 per school year. Pay at our next event/meeting with cash or check OR drop a check off in envelope to Treasurer 

Elizabeth Cardner at 1046 Candlelight. If you would like to pay by credit card you may contact Membership Officer Sarah Morrissey at the   

plaza.moms.houston@gmail.com  and she will send you a Big Tent payment link. Make checks payable to Plaza Moms Society.  Find us 

on Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/plazamoms  

 CIGNA SUNDAY STREETS  

 
On Sunday, December 4th between noon and 4:00 p.m., W. 43rd St. between Ella and Rosslyn will be closed to vehicular 

traffic. Only pedestrians and bicycles will be allowed in the street.  There will be food and entertainment as well as booths by 

neighborhoods, organizations and businesses.  The idea is to create a sense of community where neighbors can meet each other, get 

out of their cars, and enjoy a Sunday afternoon within their own neighborhood.  More details will follow as plans are developed. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/plazamoms/files/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/plazamoms/files/
mailto:plaza.moms.houston@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/plazamoms
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SPEED CUSHIONS  

By: Chuck Blesener  

 
The City of Houston has issued the final draft 

for the speed cushions to be placed on our 

area streets.  The original plan laid out by the 

city based on traffic studies was changed  

based on resident input—the red X’s indicate 

speed cushions that have been deleted and the 

red rectangle is an added cushion.  Unlike the 

rubber speed cushions to be placed in our 

neighborhood, the 12 cushions to be placed on 

the streets between Brinkman and N. 

Shepherd will be traditional raised asphalt 

speed bumps.  The City has approved the final 

draft, the contract was awarded to 

Infrastructure Services Inc.  Project funds will 

come from Council member Cohen's office. 

Hopefully these speed control devices will 

slow speeds and discourage cut-through 

traffic. 

FINAL SPEED CUSHIONS LOCATIONS IN AND NEAR SPP 

PLAN HOUSTON                                                                                                By:    Chuck Blesener 

 
Around October 14th, the city is rolling out Plan Houston, the first strategic plan with 12 core strategies and plans.  This budget plan 

funding initiative is based on input from citizens on their perceived needs by ZIP code.  This is a change from previous plans in which 

city department heads met to decide budgets and priorities.  There will be an intense media campaign to get all residents 

involved.  Participation is encouraged by everyone before the closing date of the survey on November 30th. The City will conduct an 

ongoing survey annually.  For more information go to planhouston.org.  

http://planhouston.org/


 5 

HALLOWEEN DECORATING AWARDS!   
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HALLOWEEN DECORATING AWARDS WINNERS!    

 

BEST OVERALL—1st Place: 1028 Candelight Ln, Greg & Nikki Wells 

BEST OVERALL—2nd Place: 4603 Chantilly Circle, Kurt & Kimberly Roe 

MOST ORIGINAL   - 1st Place:   1024 Richelieu Ln, Chuck & Jeanette Blesener    

MOST ORIGINAL—2nd Place:  4707 Apollo, Chris and Kim Schultea 

SCARIEST—1st Place:  4439 Apollo, Aaron & Monica Ross  

SCARIEST —2nd Place: 1118 Richelieu Ln., Robert & Amy Perez 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Years ago many SPP residents complained about trick or treaters showing up late at night.  As a response to those 

complaints the SPP Board developed a program that put some “organization” into the Halloween holiday for trick or 

treating.  That program, described below, is one which the Board feels is fair to all involved and will make the holiday go 

more smoothly.  Your cooperation is encouraged and greatly appreciated. 

1. Large signs will be posted at the entrances to SPP requesting trick or treaters to follow some basic safety rules, which 
are to trick or treat between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. only and to go only to houses which are well lit.  
2. If trick or treaters are welcome to come to your home, please light up your house. Remember that it will be getting 
dark around 6:00 p.m.  
3. If you choose not to participate in having trick or treating, you may want to turn off your porch light.  
4. For your safety, remove “valuables” from the front of your home.  
5. For the children’s safety, if you are driving in the neighborhood, be aware that some very excited children will be 
running about…drive slowly and cautiously.  
6. It is highly recommended that you do not park vehicles on the street on the night of Halloween. They 
make it difficult to see children crossing the street and the vehicle will be a lot safer parked in your garage or driveway.  
7. Plan to end your activities at 8:00 p.m. Please turn off your lights at 8:00 p.m. Our Deputy Constables will 
be on duty. Call 713-755-7628 if you have problems.  

DEPUTY CONSTABLE DISPATCH    713- 755-7628 

 
Take a few minutes to drive 

around the neighborhood and see 

these winning decorations, along 

with all the great entries this 

year!  

AUTUMN’S COOLER WEATHER IS HERE!  
 
AUTUMN DECORATING AWARDS WILL BE GIVEN OUT IN THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES FOR 1ST AND 2ND PLACE 

WINNERS: 

 

 MOST ORIGINAL     JUDGING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, 

 BEST OVERALL      November 16th —EVENING 

 BEST SCARECROW  



Citizens Patrol Stats 

 

 

 

  
 

   

   

   

   

   

Prepared by Rick Zebrak  

 

SHEPHERD PARK PLAZA CITIZENS PATROL  

WELCOMES VOLUNTEERS!  

YOU CAN SIGN UP TODAY  

 

The Houston Police Department is concerned about crime in the neighborhoods and 

communities throughout the city. In response, the Citizen Patrol Program was established in an 

effort to bring the citizens and the police department together for a common goal, and that is to 

improve the quality of life by eliminating crime. You can become a  respected volunteer by 

signing up today! 

 

The Citizen Patrol Program is designed to provide a means for citizens to organize into patrol 

groups for the purpose of reducing crime in their community. Citizen Patrollers are the 

additional eyes and ears the police can count on to make Houston a safe place to live and work.  

The value of police/citizen cooperation is well illustrated by the success of the Citizen Patrol 

Program nationwide. 

 

Contact Rick Zebrak at 713-686-8873 or rickzee@att.net for information. Training for Citizen 

Patrol certification is the second Tuesday of each month at 9455 West Montgomery at 7:00 p.m.  

Anyone in the neighborhood is invited to join the COP group.  More eyes on our neighborhood 

means more awareness of  suspicious activity. HPD Citizen Patrol Applications can be 

downloaded at http://www.houstontx.gov/police/vip/vip_citzpatrol.htm. The applications must 

be sent in one week prior to the training.  

The winner of the random $10 

bonus for September is Michelle 

Ganter. Patrollers who turn in at 

least 4 hours by the 5th of the 

month are eligible for a random 

drawing for a $10 card.  Gift cards 

for accumulated driving hours will 

be distributed at the monthly 

meeting.  Please turn in your hours 

on time! 

RIGHT-OF-WAY MAINTENANCE  
 

A City Ordinance requires homeowners to maintain the sidewalks and curbs in front of their homes as well as the grassy areas 

between the sidewalk and curb.  The homeowner is also responsible for weeds and grass up to 14 feet past their property line in 

the back yard even if there is a fence and/or sidewalk behind their house.  City of Houston Code of Ordinances, Article IX, 

Section 10-451 B (10) states - 

"Property owners are responsible for all lots or parcels adjacent to and extending beyond the property line to the curb line of 

adjacent streets, where a curb line has been established, and 14 feet beyond the property line where no curb line has been 

established on adjacent streets, and also to the center of adjacent alleys." 

MAJOR CONSTRUCTION STARTED                                                                 By:    Chuck Blesener 

 
After waiting 10 years, the City has finally funded and awarded the construction project to improve area drainage and paving.  Phase I 

of the $19+ million contract was awarded to JFT Construction and work has begun on the downstream end at Alba and 

Judiway. Drainage improvements will affect an area from Shepherd to Ella and Pinemont to Loop 610.  Construction began in October 

and is expected to end in early July 2018.  To alleviate flooding and use underground water detention, the contractor will place 

massive storm drains down the middle of Alba, Chambord, and Brinkman.  This slow process is expected to cause brief utility 

outages, road closures and detours, driveway and sidewalk blockages, and severe traffic increases. Roadway, sidewalk, and street 

lighting improvements will be made along the route. It may be necessary to change your driving patterns during the construction if 

possible.  There will be times when residents will not be able to use their driveways.    

 

Anticipated dates and locations affecting SPP are:  

Phase I - North on Alba to Chamboard from October 2016-November 2017. 

Phase IV – Chamboard from Alba to Brinkman from September 2017-February 2018. 

Phases V & VI – Brinkman along Durham Elementary from January-July 2018.  

 

The City Public Works and Engineering Department and the contractor will try and keep affected homeowners informed.  Those along 

the route will receive door hangers with info and numbers to call with problems..  The yard flags and painted markings on curbs and 
streets should not be removed. Some trees will be removed or replaced where possible. Some landscaping near the street will be 

displaced. Residents should take photos of everything, including operating sprinkler systems, before construction begins. We will all 

be inconvenienced for the next two years but it should be worth it if the result is better drainage, less flooding, and better streets. 

 

Questions and updates can be found at the website pwecip.houstontx.gov under the project name - Garden Oaks and Shepherd Park 

(Central) Paving and Drainage WBS No.:M-000285-0001-4.   

http://pwecip.houstontx.gov/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

September 2016  

Alarm…3 Contract checks…226 Warrant/Writ Service...4 

Thefts...3 Miles Patrolled…3423 Disturbance/loud noise...2 

Information Calls...2 Citizen contacts…277 Medical Emergency...1 

Suspicious Vehicle...7 Suspicious Person…9 Traffic...20 

Disturbance Other...1 Follow-Up...1 Park Checks...7 

Traffic Hazard...2 Welfare...1 Vacation Watch...88 

Traffic Citations...1 Stranded Motor Vehicle...1   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

   

Calls handled by Deputy Constable 

*Figures are for entire contract including SPP and Candlelight Plaza 

 

 
 

Vacation Watch registry (1 week in advance)...http://pct1constable.net/sign-up/vacation-watch/ 

 

Sign up for the Constable Office’s Newsletter...http://pct1constable.net/sign-up  then click Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Durham would like to say Thanks to all teachers, parents, and all volunteers who made Fall Fest a fun event for all and to neighborhood 

families who came to support Durham.  

 

Fall Book Fair November 8th-11th: At the Book Fair you will find the latest and finest titles for kids, as well as books of interest to 

parents. You are welcome to shop the book fair during school hours. You must check in the front office to get a visitor’s badge.  

 

Upcoming Events 

November 2nd - Coffee with the Principal @ 8:30 a.m. 

November 8th – Election Day 

November 23th-25th Thanksgiving Holidays 

Durham Elementary News                   By Principal:  Amy Poerschke 

HIGH SPEED RAIL UPDATE                                                                                            By:    Chuck Blesener 
 
Several members of our Central Northwest Super Neighborhood Council make regular monthly meetings with multiple governmental agencies 

on the high speed rail project.  Texas Central Railway completed the feasibility studies and public input meetings and is currently waiting on 

the Federal Railroad Administration for their Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  After that there will be another comment period before 

the final environmental impact statement is issued.  Multiple lawsuits over the eminent domain issue are ongoing. The City of Houston and 

Metro are still insisting that the high speed rail go into downtown on the I-10 median even though the engineers have said the turns are too 

sharp to make that work.  The Houston High Speed Rail Watch group has come up with an alternative plan which would terminate the line at 

the Northwest Transit Center near I-10 and Loop 610.  There they have plenty of parking and established bus routes.  They would then extend 

the Metro green or purple routes of commuter rail to that location via elevated tracks down I-10 on existing HOV lanes.  Watch for more on 

this unfolding event.  
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VETERAN’S DAY  
HONOREES  

 
 
 
Part of the rich heritage of the U. S. is its military members that 
have served domestically and internationally for over 200 
years. In order to honor our veterans, the U. S. Government 
made November 11th  an official federal holiday in 1954. It 
actually evolved from Armistice Day, which began in 1919.  The 
historical significance of our veterans’ actions, commitment, 
tenacity and bravery cannot be fully measured. For their many 
brave acts too numerous to name here, we thank you! And God 
bless you!  
 
Shepherd Park Plaza has many veterans within its boundaries. 
We’d like to take a brief moment to recognize their service to 
our country.  
 

 James Worthing. Worthing served in the U. S. Navy in the 
Korean conflict from 1951 – 1955. He served on the 
Submarine the USS Runner SS-476 with a rating FT1(SS).  

 August Galiano. Galiano joined the Army Signal Corps after 
graduating high school is 1946. He served in the Korean 
Conflict in the  Armed Forces Security Agency.  

 Bill McReynolds served in Army Signal Corps from 1956 – 
1958.  

 Peter Mytchak. Mytchak served the U.S. Army in the 
Korean Conflict.   

 Gus Oppermann. Oppermann was a veteran of the Korean 
War serving in the 1st Armored Division of the Army. 

The American Legion is having a fundraising event beginning 

in late November to help raise funds to build a new building 

for its members who have served our country honorably. It’s a 

great privilege for Troupe Texpian to make its debut in 

Houston and participate in this noble cause. Join them in … 

The Plight Before Christmas will be presented at the 

American Legion Post 560 in Garden Oaks at 3720 Alba 

Road, Houston,TX. Opening night is November 25th with a 

unique “Black Moustache Friday”! Don a black moustache 

and get a free bag of popcorn.  

 



                                     GARDEN CLUB NEWS  
 
 

 
 

 

 

October Yard of the Month  
Geraldine Melott —1034 Martin St. 

Membership: Debbie Elliott  at 713-686-7571 or delliott9@hotmail.com  ** President: Vicki Brandt  at 281-888-6306 or brandts2@yahoo.com 

Geraldine is ready for Halloween!  Her yard is decorated with pumpkins, 

scarecrows and jack-o-lanterns which complement her beautiful yard.  Majestic 

oak trees tower over her spacious yard which is full of ferns, banana trees, sago 

palms and a pomegranate bush.  Accents of crotons, begonias, and lantana put the 

finishing touches on a very stunning ‘Houston’ autumn yard. 

Our November meeting will be Monday, November 14th at Addie Smith’s home, 1150 Chantilly at 6:45 p.m.  Our speaker 

will be Kim Ellis, owner of Habitats.  Since many gardeners are interested in how to make their gardens more ‘habitat 

friendly’, Kim will discuss with us why habitat plants are important, which ones do well in Houston, and best nurseries to find 

them.  If attracting butterflies, birds, and other wildlife to your garden is of interest, please plan to join us on the November 14 

for an engaging presentation from Kim.  For more information about the Garden Club, please contact Debbie Elliott, 

Membership Chair at delliott9@hotmail.com. 

Tailgate Thefts on the Rise       
by: Bill Scheel  

 
 

SPP, along with the surrounding neighborhoods, have 

experienced an increase in tailgate thefts. First of all, if you 

see anyone suspicious, call the Constable right away. 

 

There are a few things you can do to protect your tailgate. It’s 

true that most trucks are now equipped with a keyed lock at 

the handle on the tailgate. The ideal solution to prevent 

tailgate theft would be to simply keep this locked. If your 

truck doesn’t come equipped with one, you can buy a tailgate 

lock as an anti-theft solution. It’s a simple and effective and 

you don’t have to constantly be worried about forgetting to 

secure it! After a quick look on Amazon, I found several 

tailgate locks that ranged from around $15 to $30. 

 

There a couple of other things you can do. Park with the rear 

of your vehicle backed up close to your residence or garage to 

prevent the tailgate from being able to be let down. Also,  

you can engrave your VIN (vehicle identification number) into 
your tailgate. It should be visible but not to the point that it 

becomes an eye sore or is aesthetically unpleasing. Thieves 

avoid certain truck models because the VIN is factory 

engraved on the tailgate. Check to see if yours is one of 

those. 

SIGN UP FOR EMERGENCY ALERTS                              by:   Chuck Blesener 

 
The active shooter situation that occurred recently in West University demonstrates the importance of receiving real-time 

informational updates when emergencies occur. Houstonians are encouraged to sign up for AlertHouston, the City of Houston’s email 

emergency notification system, as well as for the regional Greater Harris County 9-1-1 Emergency Notification System, which 

allows public safety agencies throughout Harris and Fort Bend counties to send automatic notifications to telephones about local area 

emergencies. Registration in these free alert systems may be completed online  at houstonemergency.org. 

http://email.netvictories.com/t/r-l-ydikyutl-znyhjhhh-n/
http://email.netvictories.com/t/r-l-ydikyutl-znyhjhhh-s/
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The Shepherd Park Plaza residents enjoyed a great Oktoberfest at the Liederkranz Hall on Friday, October 

7, 2016. The night was filled with good food, a variety of auction packages, fun games and lively kids 

keeping the dance floor humming! Almost 100 SPP residents attended. A special thanks goes to the 

Hospitality Committee for putting together a wonderful evening!  

The success of our fundraising efforts at Oktoberfest would not have been 

 possible without the generosity of the sponsors below!  

Shepherd Park Plaza and Candlelight Plaza have a new night deputy, Deputy Frank Hickle II. We’ll highlight Deputy Hickle in an article 

later this year.  

 

Sign up today to renew your membership in the Constable Program. You can go online, pay online and be up to date in minutes!  
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Important  Numbers Police/Fire:  911 City Helpline:  311 

Citizens Patrol 

713-686-8873 

Deed Restrictions 

713-316-5255  

Plaza Moms 

281-216-3452 

New Neighbor/Greeter 

713-775-0307 

Garden Club 

281-888-6306 

Architectural Guidelines 

713-316-5255  

Plaza Pulse News 

713-316-9688 

SPP Historian 

281-382-0493 

Traffic & Safety 

713-681-7479 

Constable Dispatch 

713-755-7628 

SPP Membership 

832-576-1353 

City Liaison 

713-688-7979   

Pulse Advertising 

713-688-0574 or 713-681-3600 

Men’s Group 

713-683-9945 

HPD 

713-884-3131 

November 2016 

SPPCC 
Board Mtg 

HEAVY  
Tree Waste 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Reminder about Heavy Trash:  Our heavy trash pickup is the 3rd Thursday of each month.  Tree 
waste is picked up in ODD months, and Junk waste in the EVEN months. 

Men’s 
Group 

 

 

Mosquito fogging is scheduled for Tuesday evenings from 10:00 p.m. –4 a.m. (March—October). In 

between these treatments, you can cut down on mosquitoes by eliminating standing water around your 

home in pet bowls, flower pots, trash containers, buckets, and birdbaths.  

Garden Club 

Meeting  

Autumn 

Decorating 

Judging 

Plaza 
Moms 
Breakfast 
with 
Santa  



October Yards of the Month 

Section 1: 
1019 Curtin 

Linda & Michael Piwetz 

Section 3: 
1109 Cheshire 

Robin & Scott Frisbee 

Section 2: 
4702 Thornton Circle 

Ashely & Chris Eastin  

Section 4: 
1057 Candlelight 

Courtney & Stephan 

Selinidis 

 
 

 
 

Shepherd Park Plaza Civic Club 

P.  O.  Box 10453 

Houston, TX  77206 

www.ShepherdParkPlaza.com 

New to the neighborhood? 
 

Even if you are not-so-new, but haven’t 

gotten around to introducing yourself yet, 

contact Shannon Zierau 

at 713-775-0307 

or szierau@yahoo.com 

so we can welcome you officially. 


