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Share Your News! 
 

Please pass along any news of 
note about SPP residents so 

we can spotlight them in 
future issues of the Pulse. 

 
If you have news to share, 

please let us know by emailing 
pulse@shepherdparkplaza.com 

or by contacting Romi Sandel 
at 713-962-4171. 

Time to Light it Up, 

Shepherd Park Plaza! 
 

The holidays are upon us, and there’s no place 

like SPP for lights and excitement! 

Below is a list of potential awards for various 

displays—I hope you’ve been planning ahead.  

For those of you who might be intimidated by 

the idea of an award, please don’t be!  Remember, quantity counts, too!  The more 

houses we have with even a small amount of lights and décor, the better! 
 

JUDGING TO OCCUR SUNDAY AND MONDAY, DECEMBER 15 AND 16 
Best Overall—Contains a bit of everything; does not necessarily have a theme, but must combine elements of 

religious, traditional display, and Christmas lighting. Best overall includes door and/or window decorations. 

 

Best Religious—Devoted strictly to a religious theme/design, Manger scene displays, Chanukah displays, An-

gels, stained glass windows, doves, painted verses from religious texts, religious music/carols, decorative light-

ing and flood lights. 

 

Most Original—Best design solution— religious, traditional, novelty or lighting— presenting original artwork, 

theme design, storytelling, automation, and not generally typical of other designs or displays. 

 

Best Traditional—Devoted to traditional Christmas themes, i.e., Santa Claus, Ms. Claus, reindeer, sleighs, snow-

men, toys, Christmas trees, garland, tinsel, wrapped/ painted Christmas packages, poinsettias, wreaths, lighting, 

ornaments and flood lighting. 

 

Best Novelty—Decorations, cutout displays/characters other than “strictly religious” identified under Best Reli-

gious Display, i.e., cartoon characters, toys, fairy tale characters, Santas, Christmas trees, Christmas decorations, 

Christmas packages, signs, churches, lights, garland, flood lights, etc. 

 

Best Lighting—Décor limited entirely to Christmas lights on the house, roof, in trees, and in the yard, illuminat-

ed Christmas characters such as Santas, toy soldiers, snowmen, wreaths and similar lighted items, flood light-

ing, and illuminated/decorated Christmas trees. 

 

Best Door—Display can be religious, traditional or novelty theme. Should be the predominate feature of an 

overall Christmas decoration or design. 

 

Best Window(s)—Same as for best door display except award can be given for a single window or group of 

windows. 

 

Best Street or Cul-de-sac—This award is for groups of 10 or more neighboring homes (i.e. on the same street 

or cul-de-sac) participating in a collective theme.  No restriction as to the type/amount of decorations and 

lighting.  Individual homes in the group are still eligible for individual Christmas decoration awards. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

After winners in the above categories are chosen, the following categories are judged by Section Representa-

tives. Homes that have already received an award are not eligible in these categories: 

 

Section Favorites—One Section Favorite award to be selected by each section representative in the four SPP 

sections.  See a map of sections on our website, ShepherdParkPlaza.com. 

 

Children’s Favorites—One Children’s Favorite award to be selected in each of the four SPP sections by two 

children (age 6-12 years) in each section. Section representatives will choose the child judges for each section. 

The chosen winner will be the best house/yard display or favorite as perceived by the child judges. Note: Judg-

es have the discretion to recognize only one winner per category if participation within a category is limited. 

No home may receive more than one award.  
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Autumn Decoration Awards 
 

Best Decoration 
1st Place 

1147 Thornton, Sarrah & Gary Mosely 
2nd Place 

1119 Candlelight, Daniel Barrett 
 

Most Original 
1st Place 

4615 Dunsmere, Karen Cruse & Charli Merchant 
2nd Place 

1018 Cheshire, Vicki & Tony Cangelosi 
 

Best Scarecrow 
1st Place 

1024 Richelieu, Jeanette & Chuck Blesener 
2nd Place 

1047 Candlelight, Kimberly & Michael Evans 

Halloween Decoration Awards 

 

Best Overall ~  
1st place 

 1028 Candlelight, Gregory Walls 

2nd place 

 1118 Richelieu, Amy & Roberto Perez 

  

Most Original ~  
1st place 

 1127 Richelieu, Benjamin Dockrill 

2nd place 

 4707 Apollo, Kim & Chris Schultea 

  

Scariest ~  
1st place 

 1063 Thornton, Ricardo Calderoni 

2nd place 

 1126 Richelieu, Brian Eagleton 
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October 2013     Citizens Patrol Stats 

Prepared by Charli Merchant 

Durham Elementary Principal’s Corner 

 

The annual Durham Elementary 

Fall Festival raised over $9,000 

that will directly benefit 

our neighborhood school. 

 

The PTA would like to extend our 

sincerest gratitude to our gracious 

sponsors who made this a  

record-breaking festival! 

http://www.shepherdparkplaza.com/
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Calls handled by Deputy Constable 

October 2013  

Lived in SPP since 1982; Garden Club Member; Expe-
rienced in Residential & Bank REO Foreclosures. 
Interact with investors nationally & internationally. 
 
Volunteer and Fund Raiser for the 100 Club, the 
Ronald McDonald House, the HLS&R, the Food 
Pantry at St. Rose of Lima and the TX Cattlewom-
en’s Organization. 
 

Fran Marino, Realtor®  

Marino International Properties, LLC 

713-530-5330   fran@franmarino.com 

Realm Professional Realty, LLC-Galleria 

Recycling Rules! 
Did you notice that our neighbors in Oak Forest recently received their 96-gallon recycling bins?  I know I 
could hear the cheers from my house!  It turns out, at the end of October, the city expanded the curb-
side recycling program to 70,000 additional homes around Houston, DOUBLING the number of homes 
receiving this “single-stream” service! 
 

What can I recycle?  I’ve been asked a few times to remind Pulse readers what exactly one can recycle in our lovely 96-
gallon rolling recycle bins.  Apparently, clarifying these points can save at least one or two marriages in the neighbor-
hood, so here goes... 
Recyclable items that can be placed in the green carts include: aluminum cans, cardboard (flattened), glass bottles and 
jars, junk mail, magazines, newspapers, office paper, paper bags, paperboard, plastics and steel and tin cans 1 - 5 and 7.  
Please rinse all containers before placing in the recycle bin.  Used motor oil can also be recycled, but needs to be in a con-
tainer beside the bin with a screw-top lid. 
 
What is NOT recyclable?  Plastic bags from the grocery store, though Kroger and many others have repositories where 
patrons can recycle bags in the stores.  Pizza boxes from delivery (too much grease in the cardboard).  Tree or yard waste, 
grass clippings (start a compost pile instead!).  Any toxic materials, trash or food products, diapers, need I go on? 
 
Recyclebank Pilot Program Expiring—for those of you who are like me and you registered your recycle bin when we re-
ceived them (since we were part of the pilot program, the organization “Recyclebank” read the computer chips in our 
bins and gave registered recyclers “points” based on the weight of the bin at pickup), the Recyclebank program is coming 
to an end, and our earned points will expire at the end of 2014.  You can still log in online and redeem points, but we will 
no longer be earning points, and the points eventually will expire if not used. 



 5 



 6 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 Jan 1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Important  Numbers Police/Fire:  911 City Helpline:  311 

Citizens Patrol 

713-824-4799 

Deed Restrictions 

713-681-3600 

Plaza Moms 

281-779-5623 or 713-775-0307 

New Neighbor/Greeter 

281-344-7013 

Garden Club 

713-681-1552 

Architectural Guidelines 

713-681-3600 

Plaza Pulse News 

713-628-4210 

SPP Historian 

713-681-1552 

Traffic & Safety 

713-824-4799 

Constable Dispatch 

713-755-7628 

SPP Membership 

713-683-6502 

City Liaison 

713-683-9945    

Pulse Advertising 

713-688-0574 or 713-681-3600 

Men’s Group 

713-683-9945 

HPD 

713-884-3131 

December 2013 

Men’s Group 
MEETING 

1  Club 
MEETING 

Heavy  trash  
JUNK waste 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Plaza Moms’ 
Breakfast 

With Santa 

Holiday Decorations Judging 
December 15-16 
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Enjoy December with Plaza Moms!  The 
holidays don’t have to be stressful.  Take 
some time for yourself to socialize with 
friends! 

 
Thursday, December 5—Ladies Night Out , 8pm, Corkscrew 
 
Saturday, December 7—Breakfast with Santa at Durham 
Elementary 
 
Tuesday, December 10—Monthly Meeting and White 
Elephant Gift Exchange, 7pm at the home of Courtney 
Edmiston, 1026 Martin 

Garden Club 

 
The Shepherd Park Plaza Garden Club met on 

Monday, November 11, 2013 at the home of Carolyn Long, 
1163 Chamboard. Debbie Elliott, Susan Fitzpatrick, Linda 
Morgan and Ruth Rock were co-hostesses. 
 
Ms. Beth Galiano, a SPPGC Member, gave a video and 
verbal presentation on Herbs. Additionally, Beth graciously 
donated a large assortment of herbs to be given as door 
prizes. 
 
The business meeting included the positive results of the 
SPPGC’s Silent Auction and Dessert Table at the October 
19th SPP Fall Festival. A big Thank You was given to the 
many Members who made this a successful event. All funds 
raised by these endeavors will be used for the beautification 
of SPP. Lori Kubin, Second V.P. gave final details of the 
December 9, 2013 Christmas Party.  A fun gift exchange will 
be included. 
 
The night 
concluded with 
our traditional 
door prize 
awarding. 
Thanks to Beth 
and all the 
Hostesses 
there was an 
abundance of 
door prizes. From all appearances almost everyone received 
a little something special. 
 
Our next meeting will be our Christmas Party to be held on 
Monday, December 9, 2013, 7:00 p.m., at Fratelli’s, 1330 Wirt 
Road. Husbands and Guests are most welcome. 
 
Garden Club meetings are held on the Second Monday of 
the month, September through May at 7:00 p.m.  
If you are interested please contact Carol Jean Hebert  
at (713) 681-1552 or CarolJeanHebert@yahoo.com 
for further details. 

**************************** 
 

The Garden Club’s 
November 

Yard of the Month Award 
goes to: 

Romi Sandel 
1057 Martin  

 

Shepherd Park Plaza Travelers  

 

The  next outing is in 2014! 

January 22nd, possibly to the Railean Rum Distillery in Eagle 
Point.  This is one the Pulse Editor may have to follow behind 
in an “Under 50” vehicle…  

****************** 

For more information about the SPP Travelers, contact Chuck 
Blesener at ccbles77@gmail.com or 713-683-9945.  Chuck 
sends periodic emails to the Travelers group—send him an 
email if you’d like to be included in future messages. 

Men’s Group 

 

The SPP Men's Group has elected to not meet in the busy 
month of December so that the members might spend more 
time with their families and friends.  They will meet again on 
January 9th at Hibachi Grill on 34th Street to celebrate the 
New Year.  

 

For more information on the group, contact Chuck Blesener at 
ccbles77@gmail.com or 713-683-9945. 



November Yards of the Month 

Section 1: 
979 Curtin 

Terry & Vicki Brandt 

Section 3: 
1027 Cheshire 

Lisa Hess 

Section 2: 
4703 Clift Haven 

Howard & Norma Starr 

Section 4: 
1123 Richelieu 

Robert Kelley 

Shepherd Park Plaza Civic Club 

P.  O.  Box 10453 

Houston, TX  77206 

www.ShepherdParkPlaza.com 

New to the neighborhood? 
 

Even if you are not-so-new, but haven’t 

gotten around to introducing yourself yet, 

contact Evonne Alford Sturm 

at 281-344-7013 

or EvonneAlford@comcast.net 

so we can welcome you officially. 


