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Houston Discusses Capital Improvement Plan by chuck Blesener

District C Council Member Ellen Cohen recently held a public meeting to discuss the City's
current five year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP), which is updated annually to address the
infrastructure needs for the City of Houston. The plan is data driven with the neediest
projects completed first while considering the cost/benefit ratio. It is imperative that
residents call 311 with any and every problem they encounter because much of that data is
derived from those 311 calls. Eventually many of the CIP projects will become the first
Rebuild Houston projects as City bonds are paid off and we go to a pay-as-you-go plan. In
the past year the City combined CIP plans to create a 10 year plan that also eliminated the
petition process by citizens.

The design, bid, and construction phases of most projects takes from two to six years to
complete once started. Job Order Contracts up to $350,000 can be done quicker. In the
past year the City overlaid 34 miles of pavement in District C. Some of the CIP projects
scheduled for District C that are of importance to SPP residents include: Collier Library
improvements - Job Order Contract in design phase scheduled for completion in June 2012,
Garden Oaks Phase Il water main replacement project scheduled for completion October 8,
2012, Shepherd Drive area drainage improvements with design phase begun in 2007 and
scheduled for design completion on December 2, 2012 and bids and construction to follow,
Pinemont Drive reconstruction from Ella to N. Shepherd Drive with design phase begun in
2011 and scheduled for design completion on April 30, 2014 with subsequent bidding and
construction.

When it Comes to Aging, Getting Good Adyvice is Critical by Christina Lesher

As the Baby Boomer population ages, individuals preparing for retirement or needing
assistance caring for aging parents may want to consider assistance from an elder law
attorney.

Elder law generally pertains to people over 65, but individuals under the age of 65 wanting
to plan for their retirement can benefit from the counsel of an elder law attorney. Elder law
attorneys can review estate planning documents, discuss paying for in home care, assisted
living, or nursing home care, and provide consultation on the purchase of long-term care
insurance.

Many individuals who are qualified for long-term benefits from the Veteran's
Administration and Medicaid are not aware that they could receive assistance in paying for
long-term care. With the average cost of assisted living ranging from $2,000-$4,000 per
month, and nursing home care ranging from $4,000-$8,000 per month, many families need
assistance in paying for care.

The Texas Chapter of the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, Inc. (NAELA) is a
professional association of elder law attorneys who are dedicated to assisting clients with
public benefits, probate and estate planning, guardianship/conservatorship, and health
and long-term care planning.

For a list of elder law attorneys in your area, see the National Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys website at www.naela.org.

Christina Lesher is a Shepherd Park Plaza resident and elder law attorney.
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Curb and Sidewalk Maintenance by chuck Blesener

For some time now we have been told by the City of Houston that maintenance of
sidewalks and curbs has been the responsibility of property owners even though they are
located on City property. We have received clarification from the Public Works and
Engineering Department on the City Ordinance that gives them that authority.

Chapter 40, Article lll, Sections 40-83 through 40-99 of the City Code of Ordinances, dated
May 23, 1990, stipulates that construction, reconstruction, repair, or regrading of sidewalks,
driveways, curbs, and gutters are the responsibility of abutting property owners.

Section 40-83 says City Council can order construction or repairs with the City Engineer
serving notice that work is to be performed by the property owner with time limits and
specifications.

Section 40-84 says if the abutting property owners fail to have the work done the City can
have it done and bill the property owner for all costs plus 10% for attorney fees and place a
lien on the property.

Section 40-85 says property owners can petition City Council for the City to perform all
work and be billed for all costs and the terms of payment.

Sections 40-86 through 40-88 specify the permits required from the City Engineer to
perform the work and the posting of same within 20 feet of construction.

Section 40-99 specifies that any property owner who fails to post a bond, get a permit, or
perform the construction or repairs when ordered, is guilty of a misdemeanor and can be
fined up to $500 per day.

It would surely be better for all of us to repair those broken or uneven sidewalks and curbs
in front of our homes without getting the City involved.

Crime Report by Chuck Blesener

Senior Officer J. F. Webb, HPD Investigator in the Financial Crimes Unit, had some
interesting things to say about identity theft. White collar criminals are not dumb, most do
their research and even if they are caught in a felony, most receive probation even after
stealing up to $2 million. Don't be embarrassed—report identity fraud. There were 11.1
million victims in 2010, up 12% over 2008.

Under the new laws, the only thing a check forger needs is the account number and routing
number. The average loss to an armed robber is $3,200 and the average loss to a check
forger is $79,000. He advises to never give a check to a lawn care worker, a housekeeper, or
a home healthcare worker. He also advises against taking a picture of a check with your cell
phone and sending it to your bank, or using unsecured Wi-Fi on your computer to pay your
bills. Once in the air the signal is fair game and can be stolen by criminals.

Credit cards are safer than debit cards and there is no charge if the number is stolen and
you have the card in your possession. Preloaded cards with set amounts are not tied to your
bank account. Credit card skimmers often test their forged cards at gas pumps where there
are no cameras. They never use an ATM machine with an exposed camera and at gas
pumps shake the card reader to see if it moves.

Verify your properties are in your name in the counties and appraisal districts. Criminals are
issuing quit claim deeds and taking out loans against them. When the loans are not paid,
the property is foreclosed on. Instead of issuing fraud alerts with the three credit bureaus,
you can use the freeze option. You can send a 100 word statement to be placed in your file
at the credit reporting agencies by return receipt mail. This makes them liable if credit is
issued to a criminal. Remember—there are no lotteries in Canada—don't be scammed.



FEBRUARY 2012 CITIZENS PATROL STATS
Patrol Hours Prepared by Charli Merchant

v

Interested in patrolling? Contact Karen Cruse at

WALK/BIKE PATROL AUTO PATROL LAV, (oY 7 13.824-4799 or kicfm4954@yahoo.com for
information.
2 14 16 30 Training for Citizen Patrol certification is the second
Tuesday of each month at 9455 West Montgomery
3 16.75 18.5 35.25 at 7 pm. Anyone who regularly walks in the
4 19 15.5 34.5 neighborhood is invited topm the COP
group. More eyes on our neighborhood means

more watching for suspicious activity.

Ernie Greener is the winner of the $20 gas bonus this month.

Passengers aboard the M/V Sam Houston can enjoy views of pass-
CALLS HANDLED BY DEPUTY CONSTABLE ing cargo vessels and the operations at the Port's Turning Basin
........................................... ey Terminal. This 95-ft. vessel has a maximum capacity of 90 passen-
Miles Patrolled... 1047 S gers. There is air-conditioned lounge seating and outside standing
% room. The M/V Sam Houston has been operating as the Port of
Houston's public tour vessel since July 30, 1958.
Arrests reeesueteneteeaeaeene e saes 7 o\| To make your reservations for this wonderful educational experi-
Alarm Responses................... 5 — ence register on line or call (713) 670-2416, Mondays through
Citizen Contacts 74 O Thursdays 10 am to 4 pm. Reservations are on a first-come, first-
Disturbances. ... 0 a\ served basis and are required at least
IS ur. anFes .......................... > 24 hours in advance
Investigations .........ceceeeeueenee 7 %
Park Checks.....c...coumrvernrrennn. 25 L
Vacation Watch................... 36 E
Misc. CallS .rerrerrerreererrnrenns 23 m
Dispatched Calls.................. 20 II.JLJ
Total Calls ....veeeeecerecnnnne 179
Traffic:
Verbal/Written Warnings... 1
Citations... 0

What’s Happening Around Houston

by Carol Jean Hebert

Tour Schedule

M/V Sam Houston (No tours are available during the month of September when the
vessel is dry-docked for routine annual maintenance.)

The M/V Sam Houston offers free 90-minute cruises along The )
Houston Ship Channel. It Embarks from the Port's Sam Houston Monday and Holidays Closed
Pavilion.

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday 10 am & 2:30 pm
Thursday and Sunday 2:30 pm only

Come to Crawfish Boil May 5!

All are invited to enjoy the annual Shepherd Park Plaza Crawfish Boil, benefiting the SPP Civic Club. You'll get all you
can eat crawfish, beer, and margaritas, plus great fun with your friends and neighbors! The event will be held on
Saturday, May 5 at 6pm at 4718 Thornton Circle, and is limited to the first 100 guests. Kids 5-12 are $10 and adults
are $25. See theinsert in this issue for more information.




> On Saturday, March 10 Lauren Dornak, daughter of

around the SPP residents Patricia & Tom Dornak, on Richelieu

5 Lane, married Ryan Grosskreuz at St. Michael Catholic
ne lg hbo rhOOd Church in Houston. A reception in their honor was held
at The Junior League of Houston. Ryan is from 1960/
By Romi Sandel Champions Forest area. They met and dated while at col- §
lege at the University of Texas at Austin. They both work
in Houston and will reside in Oak Forest.

> Catherine & Chris Powell welcomed Grant Christopher Powell on Thursday, February 12 at 4:12 pm. Grant
weighed 8 Ibs 15 0z and stretched out to 20 3/4" long. Proud parents are joined by proud big sister, Hannah, who is sure
to be a big help at six years old.

> Wishes for a speedy recovery go out to Monica Krause after her recent knee surgery. Monica is currently undergoing
rehabilitation and physical therapy, and is expected home soon.

} Betty Marie Gaudiano, who lived on Richelieu, passed away on Tuesday, March 6.

Share Your News—Please pass along any news of note about SPP residents so that we can spotlight them in future
issues of the Pulse. If you have news to share, please let us know by emailing pulse@shepherdparkplaza.com or
contacting Romi Sandel at 713-962-4171.

Welcome to the
WWW.SHEPHERDPARKPLAZA.COM Neighborho O d!

We have recently upgraded our neighborhood

website, shepherdparkplaza.com with a new look and lot of
new features. If you would like to start subscribing to the SPP
email alert messages, you may now submit your email SECTION 1 Phillip Billeaud
address directly from the home page of the website. If you're 1107 Chamboard
already receiving the SPP email alerts, no action is needed.

OnQFinancial

H HEIGHTS ELECTRIC

SERVICES, INC TECL 23286

3 = " . e ®
e5|et|a| & Commercial Mortgcges Slmphhed

" % Questions, Advice, and Small Talk are Welcome!

' CALL ME TODAY!
" . “SPP Life Long Resident”

35 Years Experience 24 Hour Service J e ff D av i S
Call: (713) 861-5555 Vice President of Sales/Regional Manager Texas

email cwhebert@yahoo.com 3801 Kirby Drive Suite 400 Houston, Texas 77098

Pat Hebert Charles Hebert Office 713.405.1436 « Phone 713.449.8617
Mark Sonier Joey Hebert -




“Reliability, fairness and efficient service
are hallmarks of Mitch’s work.”
Joe C., Garden Oaks

NASH

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING

)

Mitch Weigand ] )
713-462-NASH (6274) e owner of Alr Wise g
r wise -

Service + Installation - Maintenance + Commercial « Residential Your trusted neighborhood
A/C company

Call us today!

e LENNOXD) 713/305-2924 [l

License #TACLAO20081C

We are local, family owned and operated since 1984!

.
Farmer’s Termite ; LOW PRICES FREE ESTIMATES
;
[ |
[ ]
[ ]

Management Services

Over 30 years experience in the pest control industry.

pr— CHARLIE ROOFING
713-681-2420 S Nes HARDI SIDING
BBB 5 GOLD STAR RATING

FARMER'’S

[ ]
1
:
! Home Maintenance
:
i

T ))\ - T “' ] k, Iy i 3 3 Q"' 25 _
_____ banee, Decks n-chmnnsk Famtng Funes 3 Office: 713-688-6463 Cell: 281-389-4654

e warman - Hartman HeA

; & ASSOCIATES -
CELL: 713.305.5036 HEGWOOD&>ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Trusts » Estates * Probate * Elder Law * Family

-

MicHELLE TEwAL
FAMILY ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 1600 = Houston, TX 77056
Tel: (877) 902-6020 Fax: (281) 938-1785
michelle@hegwoodlaw.com » www.hegwoodlaw.com

ooUR Prumsine, Ine,

(D Central Bank

Houston’s Bank Since 1956 Owner 3rd Generation Plumber
North Shepherd
5012 North Shepherd
832.485.2375 Chuck Hogue
President P.O. Box 924734
albankhouston.com 713-895-8733  Houston, Texas 77292-4734

Member FDIC .485 .23')(' Eqqual




IMPORTANT NUMBERS

PoOLICE/FIRE: 911

Deed Restrictions
713-305-5035

Citizens Patrol
713-824-4799

Traffic & Safety
713-824-4799

CP Vacation Watch
713-682-5959

SPP Membership
713-683-6502

Plaza Pulse News
713-503-2552

Architectural Guidelines
713-956-1167

City Liaison
713-683-9945

Pulse Advertising
713-688-0574 or 713-681-3600

Garden Club
713-344-7013

New Neighbor/Greeter
713-305-5036

SPP Historian
713-683-9945

Plaza Moms
281-888-4533

Men'’s Group
713-683-9945

u
‘ =Trash and Yard Waste

APRIL 2012
6 = Curbside Recycling
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 . ‘ 3 4 5 6 7
By B 9 ..u 10 11 12 13 14
N
Ny Foa Garden Club N en's 6
L N
&5 16 ' é 17 18 19 20 21
& .
3 Plaza Moms
MEETING
25 26 27 28

23'& 24

Heavy trash
JUNK waste only

30

Earth Day
29

Sl Men’s Group
TRIP

Call Deputy Dispatch - 713-755-7628

A Note About Trash: You can legally put your heavy trash out at 6pm the Friday before your

heavy trash day.
OCﬂ( Hallie Ray Moore, DVM
Susan Cardenas, DVM
Forest
i Drop-off Service
\_/e_tennqry Surgery & Dentals
Clinic Vaccinations

Boarding & Grooming
Mon - Fri: 7AM - 6 PM Pet Food & Treats

Sat: 7:30 - 11:30 AM
2120 West 34th St.

(Between T.C. Jester & Ella)

(713)682-6351

HousToN DANCE WORKS

Garden Oaks/Oak Forest Area Dance Classes

Ballet®Jazz®Tap®Hip Hop ®Drill Team
Mommy & Me®Contemporary®& More!

Ages 1 %2 to Adult
Register Now! (832)725-4668

www.houstondanceworks.com

CITY HELPLINE: 311
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Cajun Cré.wfish '5011'

The food will be plentiful
The beer will flow.....
We'll let our hair down and party
Cause the crawfish won't know.... .
Please join us for our

4th Annual
SPP Crawfish Boil

Saturday, May 5th
6:00 PM

4718 Thornton Circle
The Davis’ Place

All proceeds to support the SPP Civic Club. Donation: $25 per person
Advance purchase or reservation required. Child 5yr — 12 yr $10.
Limited to first 100 guests. All you can eat crawfish, beer & margarita’s.

To Purchase or RSVP please contact Patricia Dornak, 713-683-6502, or PDornak@gmail.com



j ‘ Garden Club

\k"'/ Spring is here, much to the surprise of us alll And along
~ with spring comes increased activities for SPP Garden
Club. The March meeting, the annual “brown bag” fundraiser, was
held in the home of Evonne Alford, with co-hostesses Shirley
Correll, Corinne Oppermann, and Pat Kubin serving up culinary
delights. Outstanding items were presented for purchase of
tickets with winners drawn from the brown bag. Great fun, many
laughs, and good memories were made. Garden Club Yard of the
Month for March was awarded to Sheri Beasley at 1138
Thornton for her outstanding bounty of spring flowers and
plantings. In addition, Civic Club Section Il Yard-of-the-Month
winners were garden club members Bob Warren & Michael
Pate, also on Thornton.

In the business meeting, approval of the majority was reached on
revision and additions to the club’s bylaws and standing rules. In
addition, the decision was made to contribute a gift certificate to
the SPP Civic Club for the annual Spring Fling silent auction, and
to again serve desserts at the meeting.

The April meeting will be held at the home of Bob Warren &
Michael Pate, 1131 Thornton at 7 pm on April 9. A program will
be presented by Mimi Klare on “Living Wreaths”. Co-hostesses for
this meeting will be Sheri Beasley, Sarrah Moseley and Corinne
Oppermann. All SPP residents are welcome to attend, and
memberships is open to both men and women of all ages.

Plaza Moms Spring Family

plaza [ moms Night Out

When: Friday, April 20 from 6 pm to 8 pm.

Where: Turn About near Emily Leffler's home at 1067 Chantilly
Lane (Intersection of Chantilly Lane and Clift Haven)

Come join us for a fun night outside with your family, Plaza Moms
members, and your neighbors! Think of old school block party
where everyone brings their bikes, trikes, lawn chairs, and hangs
out. This event is fun for the whole family and children of all ages.

What to bring: If you want to bring dinner, we will have a grill ready
ORyou can put in an El Rey order for tortas or tacos when you

rsvp. BYOB (we'll have coolers iced down or bring your own), plus
bring lawn chairs, bug spray, and riding toys for the kids. We will
also have ice cream treats for all!

RSVP to Big Tent or contact Holly Inderrieden at 832-477-7871 or
Shannon Zierau at 713-775-0307.

|n| ' Men’s Group

) The Shepherd Park plaza Men's Group will meet for their
monthly luncheon and discussion of neighborhood

happenings on Thursday, April 12, 11:30 am, at Hibachi Grill, 5601

West 34th St. All men of the neighborhood are invited to join them.

On Friday, April 27, they will head to Huntsville for a guided tour,
lunch, and the 25th annual General Sam Houston Folk Festival. For
more information contact Chuck Blesener at 713-683-9945 or
ccbles77@gmail.com.

INDYQuest 4

YOUR DREAM 1s OUR Quest %

"Creston and Holly did a wonderful job in selling our
home. We were extremely pleased with the entire process
start to finish. They have an aggressive approach and told
us exactly what needed to be done to our home for buyer
appeal. Especially appreciated the online signing we were
able to do upfront, which was helpful since my husband
had moved to another state. We were looking to sell it
quickly and they did just that! They even got us above our
asking price. Highly recommend them both!"

~Dayna C., Houston, TX

m:au'v
SSOCIATES'

1223 Antoine Drive
Houston, TX 77055

CRESTON & HOLLY INDERRIEDEN

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 713.301.4054 or creston@indyquest.net

Bell's Myown Cleaners

Dry Cleaners
1362 W 43rd 2908 Fulton

at Oak Forest
713.680.8404 713.227.5461

Steve Bell Mike Bell
Fami@/ QOuwmned Since 1946

GARDENING TIP OF THE MONTH

Protect your precious plants from aphids by spraying the

plants with this mixture; 1 cup of isopropyl rubbing

alcohol and 1 cup water. Place in a labeled spray bot-

\tleand lightly spray plants. DO NOT use this mix-
ture on fruits or vegetables or on plants

7~ with very delicate leaves.

ﬂégar_«

Full Service

,\[.unttn.ltug

Aawn
Custom ILandscaping
and Irrigation
Commercial - Residential
DAVID BARTULA
713-688-4244
LI # 7049
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SHEPHERD PARK PLAZA CIVIC CLUB

SHEPHERD PARK PLAZA Civic CLUB
P. O. Box 10453

HOUSTON, TX 77206
WWW.SHEPHERDPARKPLAZA.COM

March YARDS OF THE MONTH
Section 1: Section 3:
JAMES & BRENDA MCKEE | ADOLPH & JANICE BENYS
1051 CURTIN ST. 1104 CHESHIRE
Section 2: Section 4:
MICH%%/LAE?{TEE& BOB JM & DorOTHY WORTHING
1131 THORNTON 1029 RICHELIEU LN.

Find us on Wants to Welcome You
Facebook

Thanks to Spaghetti Western, 1608 Shepherd Drive
. . . (713) 861-1313, who graciously donated gift

Join your nelghbors in the certificates for our newest neighbors.
Shepherd Park Plaza group http://www.spagwesthouston.com/.

on Facebook. Share your If you have moved into the neighborhood recently

. a-A and have not yet been greeted by the SPP Civic Club,
thoughts or pictures and Jelln please contact Eileen Hartman at 713-305-5036 or

in on discussions. eileen@hartmanassociates.com.

LEANN SALMONS
BROKER ASSOCIATE

The Buenker Law Firm

T 2 Practice Includes:
Providing Legal Services « Wills & Trusts, Estate and Probate

to Individuals and Small » Corporate, Business and Contracts

; « Employment Issues
Business Owners « Litigation and Collection

bscribe to our I "Small Busi Legal News™ -
by emailing info@buenkerlaw.com 1201 Prince Street
Houston, Texas 77008
JOSGf F Buenker . Phone: (713)868-3388 &
Shepherd Park Plaza Resident = BL“'

832-868-9453

lsalmons@marthaturner.com

Area Specialist
Circle of Excellence Award Winner
\ Certified Marketing Specialist
Lifelong Shepherd Park Plaza Resident
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PROPERTIES
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